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THE 

tESCULAPIAN  labyrinth 

EXPLORED. 


TO  THE  PHYSICIAN. 

* 

* 

t “RAVING  pafled  the  tedioiis’years  of  abftrufe  lludy  md  in- 
tenfe  application,  necefrary*to  your  initiation  in  the  myfte- 
ries  of  phyfic,  and  replete  with  a perfe6l  remembrance  of  all  the 
requifites  to  tliis  great  art,  we  fuppofe  you  recently  immerged 
from  the  obfcurity  of  dreary  xvalls  and  dull  profejjbrs,  a pheno- 
maenon  of  univerfal  knowledge  and  family  admiration.  The  va- 
rious and  elaborate  examinations  you  have  pafled,  with  fcholaftic 
approbation,  having  relieved  you  from  the  conftantly  accumu- 
lating load  of  anxiety,  you  are  at  length  launched  into  life  under 


a new 
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a new  chara6ter,  and  daily  pant  to  difplay  the  dignity  of  yotir 
profelTion,  in  the  happy  appendage  of  M.  D.  to  the  prefcriptive 
initials  of  your  name. 

You  are  no  longer  to  be'confidered  a Undent  labouring  in  the 

o o 

heavy  txammels  of  imintelligible  le6lures  upon  philofophyy  anatomy^, 
botany^  chemiftry,  and  the  materia  medica^  with  all  their  diftinft  and. 

.4. 

confeqiient  advantages ; or  inveftigating  the  a.6lual  properties  of 
eleStrical  Jire  and  magnetic  enthusiasm,  but  ftamped  (by  royal 
authority)  with  the  full  force  of  phyfical  agency,  and  have  de- 
rived from  your  merit  unlimited  permiffion  to  curei  kill  or  de^ 
Jlroyl"  to  the  beft  of  your  knowledge  and  abilities,  fo  help  yoir 
God/""  The  profeffional  path  you  now  begin  to  tread,  is  fo  re- 
plete with  danger,  and  the  probability  of  fucxefs  fo  very  uncer- 
tain, that  the  fertile  world  have  not  omitted  to  make  it  prover- 
bial, A phyfician  never  begins  to  get  bread,  till  he  has  no' 
teeth  to  eat  it/^  The  truth  of  this  may  perhaps  have  been 
mentingly  acknowledged  by  fome  of  the  moft  learned  tr^n  that  even 
became  dependant  upon  a capricious  world  for  precarious  fubfift- 
ance. 

This  palpable  fa6l  may  concifely  ferve  to  convince  you,  your 

; embark- 


embarkation  (with  all  its  alluring  profpedls)  will  not  only  be  en- 
^cumbered  with  difficulties,  but  your  ultimate  gratification  of  fuc- 
cefs  exceedingly  doubtful.  Great  depth  of  learning  may  afford 
confclation  to  the  equity  of  your  own  feelings  (if  you  fortunately 
poflefs  them)  but  it  is  by  no  means  necefiary  to  the  acquifition  of 
public  opinioBy  however  it  may  tend  to  contribute  to  the  genei'al 
;good. 

To  avoid  entering  into  a fentimmtal  difquifitlon  upon  the  ho^ 
nejlyy  iniegriiyy  or  JlriSt  p7^opriety  of  the  maxims  I proceed  to  lay 
down  for  your  future  condii6l  to  obtain  profeffional  fplendour^  and 
Jrtfure  fuccefs  \ J avail  myfelf  of  tire  privilege  I poflefs,  to  wave 
every  confideration  of  the  €onfcientious  hind,  and  once  more  obferve 
(without  adverting  to  their  Gonfiftency)  they  are  adduced  only  as 
the  unavoidable  traits  of  charafler,  and  modes  of  behaviour,  r>y 
which  alone  (in  the  prefent  age)  you  can  poffibly  hope  for  the 
leaft  proportional  fhare  of  practice  as  a phyfician. 

At  your  firft  public  entr^,  when  the  college  lift  and  court  ca- 
lendar have  announced  your  qualifications  and  advancement  to  the 
wondering  world  (that  fuch  lift  Ihould  annually  increafe)  let  your 
friends  and  relatives  be  doubly  afllduous  in  propagating  reports 
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(almoft  incredible)  .of  your  .great  humanity,  extenfive  abilities,  and 
.unbounded  benevolence, — This  will  anfwer  the  intended  purpofe  to  a 
certainty;  crouds  of  the  afflicted  and  neceffitous  will  furround 
your  habitation,  and  render  your  place  of  refidence  conftantly  re- 
markable to  all  claffes,  who  naturally  enquiring  the  chara6ler  of 

the  proprietor,  will  eagerly  extol  your  charity  in  contributing  your 
advice  to  the  poor  gratis/' 

This  method  alone  will  gain  you  popularity  with  thofe  that 
rank  in  the  liiie  of  mediocrity ; with  their  fuperiors,  fuccefs  muft 
be  infured  more  from  the  efforts  of  inter ejl,  than  either  pevfonal 
merit,  or  found  policy.  Your  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  poor, 
muff  foon  be  regulated  by  the  preppnderation  of  more  weighty 
eonfiderations ; as  you  affeSted  to  alleviate  their  dillrefles  from  the 

A 

motive  of  commiferation,  prompting  you  to  promote  their  eafe, 
you  have  an  undoubted  right  to  fliake  off  fuch  fuperfluous  vifits, 
to  fecure  your  own.  In  this  deceptive  charity,  fome  degree  of  dif- 
crimination  muff  be  put  In  practice,  for  you  will  fometimes  per-- 
ceive  one  among  the  train,  whofe  apparel  or  behaviour  muff  ne- 
ceffarily  give  you  reafon  to  fufpefk  he  has  affumed  the  cloak  of 

neceffity  to  {dNO.his  fee,  and  avail  himfelf  of  your  profeffional  li- 

\ 
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berallty  ; in  fiich  cafe,  call  to  your  aid  a look  of  true  medical  aujle^ 
rity,  and  let  him  underhand  advice  is  feldom  of  any  value  or 
effect  unlefs  it  is  paid  for  f ''  this  will  frequently  anfwer  the  pur-^ 
pofe,  and  procure  what  you  did  not  expect. 

On  the  contrary,  fo  foon  as  you  obferve  your  prefcriptions  have 
zvorked  zvonders'"  upon  two  or  three  of  the  moil  credulous  and 
fuperjlitioiis,  who  are  extolling  your  great  knowledge  and  bleffing 
your  honour hrengthen  \he  force  of  your  judgment  by  chari-- 
tably  obtruding  a pecuniary  corroboration  into  the  hand  of  your 
afRifted  patient,  as  a confirmation  of  your  unbounded  Jkill  in  the 
( 7niraculous ) cure  of  every  difeafe  to  which  the  human  frame  is  in- 
cident. By  {inch  political  pradfice,  you  infure  the  recital  of  3'Our 
fervices  with  extacy,  and  ^^oim  name  reverberates  from  one  end 
of  the  metropolis  to  the  other.. 

Your  perfon  and  place  of  refidence,  being  by  thefe  means  uni- 
verfally  known,  and  your  name  become  in  a proportional  degree 
popular,  let  your  plan  and  mode  of  behaviour  be  inftantly  changed  ; 
it  will  be  now  neceffary 

“ You  •'  afliime  a ” hurry  “ if  you  have  It  not.’’’ 


Take 
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Take  care  to  be  fo  exceedingly  engaged  with  patients  of  ihefuji 
-clafs  and  eminence , that  it  is  with  difficulty  you  procure  time  fiif- 
ficient  for  the  common  piirpofes  and  gratifications  of  nature/"' 
No  paupers  zvhatever  can  be  admitted  to  your  prefence  without  a 
written  .recommendation  from  nobiiity,  or  charadlers  of  the  firjl 
fortune.;  this  will  infure  you  no  farther  intrufioii  from  a clafs  ori- 
cginally  introduced  for  n owe  particular  pur pofe  \ that  effected,  they 
may  now  be  permitted  ;to  fall  into  the  back  ground  of  the  pic- 
ture ; -from  whence  they  were  brought  for  no  other  motive  than 
vthe  promotion  of  your  perfonal  iiiterefi:  and  profeffional  emolu- 
mient. 

It  becomes  your  particular  care  to  be  always  in  dhurry ; let  your 
ichariot  (if  you  can  fortunately  raife  one)  upon  job,  be  at  the  door 
.tregularly  by  nine  in  the  morning ; to  prove  how  very  much  you 
are  attached  to  the  duties  of  your  profeffion,  and  how  anxioufiy 
you  have  the  falubrity  of  your  patients  at  heart,— Oveht  no  one 
-circumftance  that  *can  contribute  to  a fhew  of  being  perpetually 
.engaged.  Letters  written  by  yourfelf,  and  meffengers  of  your 
^own  dijpatching,  cannot  be  feen  at  your  doors  too  frequently ; the 
ohariot  fhould  be  as  repeatedly  ordered— remember  to  leave  home 

by 


C 7 2 


by  one  ivay,  and  return  by  another,  and  equally  in  hqjle ; all  tKefe 
ftratagems  are  confidered  peculiar  privileges  of  the  College  of  ¥/ig$y 
and- are  well  worthy  your  attention  and  conftant  pra6lice.  You 
need  hardly  be  told,  the  fuperficlal  and  unthinking  part  of  man- 
kind are  ever  caught  by  appearcvnces  ; what  proportion  they  bear 
to' other  diftincVions,  need  not  in  the  prefent  inftanee  be  at  all  af- 
eertained. 

Having  laid  dow-n  rules  (that  fhould  be  rigidly  pcrfevered  in) 
for  the  regulation  af  your  'public  chara£ter,  I fhall  now  advert  to 
the  iiriCt  line  of  condu6l  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  adopt  in 
your  perfonal  tranfafkions  upon  alhprofeffional  emergencies. 

When  called  to  a patient  upon  the  recommendation  of  the' 
family  apothecary,,  you  are  to  confider  him  one  of  your  beft  friends, 
and^^y  court  to^  fern* accordingly  ; on  the  contrary,  if  you  are  en- 
gaged upon  the  fpontaneous  opinion  of  the  patient,  or  his  rela- 
tives, you  have  every  reafon  to  conclude  the  abilities  of  the* 
apothecary  are  held  in  very  flender  eftimation,  and  you  may  fafely- 
venture  to  difplay  as  much  of  your  omn  confequemc  and  fuperiorityp:, 
as  circumftances  will  admit; 

After  the  awkward  ceremony  of  your  firft  appearance  is  oveiV 

and 


and  matters  a little  adjufted,  take  great  care  be  to  upon  your 
guard  ; indulge  in  a variety  of  fignificant  gejlures,  and  emphatical 
hems ! — ^and  hahs ! proving  you  pofleffed  of  fmgularities,  that  may 
tend  to  excite  ideas  in  the  patient  and  furrounding  friends,  that 
aphyfician  is  a fuperior  part  of  the  creation.*  — Let  every  aStion, 
every  xvord,  every  look,  be  ftrongly  marked,  denoting  doubt  and 
ambiguity ; proceed  to  the  neceffary  enquiries  of  what  has  been 
done  in  rule  and  regimen,  previous  to  your  being  called  in 
hear  the  recital  with  patience,  and  give  your  nod  of  affent,  leaft 
you  make  Mr.  Emetic,  the  apothecary,  your  formidable  enemy, 
who  will  then  moft  cojifcientioufy  omit  to  recommend  the  affiftance 
of  fuch  extraordinary  abilities  on  any  future  occafion. — Take  care  to 
look  zvifdom  in  every  feature  ; fpeak  but  little,  and  let  it  be  impof- 
fible  that  little  fliould  be  underftood  ; let  every  hint,  every Jhrug  be 
carefully  calculated  to  give  the  hearers  a wonderful  opinion  of  your 
learning  and  experience.— In  your  half-heard  and  myfterious  con- 
verfation  with  your  medical  inferior,  do  not  forget  to  drop  a few 
obfervations  upon— the  animal  oecoiiomy""— circulation  of  the 
blood'" — acrimony" — the  non  naturals" — flrifture  upon 
the  parts"— acute  pain"— inflammatory  heat"' — nervous 


irritability," 
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Irritability/"  and  all  thofe  technical  traps  that  fafcinate  the 
hearers,  and  render  the  patient  yours  ad  libitum. 

To  the  friends  or  relatives  of  the  difeafed,  (as  the  cafe  may  be) 

$ 

you  ferioudy  apprehend  great  danger ; but  fuch  apprehenfion  is 
not  without  its  portion  of  hope ; and  you  doubt  not,  but  a rigid 
perfeverance  in  the  plan  you  fliall  prefcribe,  will  reconcile  all  dif- 
ficulties in  a few  days,  and  reftore  the  patient  (whofe  recovery  you 
have  exceedingly  at  heart)  to  his  health  and  friends ; that  you  will 
embrace  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  fee  him  again,  moft  probably 
at  fuch  an  hour,  (naming  it)  in  the  mean  time  you  are  in  a great 
degree  happy  to  leave  him  in  fuch  good  hands  as  Mr.  Emetic^  to 
whom  you  fhall  give  every  neceflary  diredlion,  and  upon  whofe 
integrity  and  punStuality  you  can  Implicitly  rely. 

You  then  require  a private  apartment  for  your  neceflary  coin- 
fiiltation  and  plan  of  jomt  depredation  upon  the  pecuniary  property 
of  your  unfortunate  invalid,  which  you  are  now  going JeriouJly  to 
attack  with  the  full  force  of  phyfic  andfiiejje.  You  fir  ft  learn  from 
your  informant  what  has  been  hitherto  done  without  effeft,  and 
determine  accordingly  how  to  proceed  ; but  in  this,  great  refpedt 
muft  be  paid  to  the  temper,  as  well  as  the  conftitution  and  clr- 
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cumftances,  of  your  intended  prey  ; if  he  be  of  a petulant  and  re- 
fractory difpofitiou,  fubmitting  to  medical  didtation  upon  abfolute 
compiilfion,  as  a profefled  enemy  to  phyfic  and  the  faculty,  let 
your  harveft  be and  complete  as  poiTible.  On  the  contrary ,, 
fliould  a hypochondriac  be  your  fubjedl,  with  the  long  train  of  me- 

t 

lancholic  doubts,  fears^  hopes,  and  defpondencies,  avail  yourfelf 
of  the  faith  implicitly  placed  in  you,  and  regulate  your  pro* 
ceedings  by  the  force  of  his  imagination  ; let  your  prefcription  (by 
its  length  and  variety)  reward  yomjachall  for  his  prefent  atten- 
tion and  future  fervices. — Take  care  to  furnifh  the  frame  fo  amply 
'With,  phyfic,  that  food  may  be  unneceffary  ; let  every  hour  (or  two} 
have  its  deftined  appropriation— render  all  poffible  forms  of  the 
materia  medica  fubfervient  to  the  general  good — draughts — powders^ 
^dropSy  and  pills,  may  be  given  (at  leaft)  every  two  hours  ; in- 
tervening apozems,  or  decodtions,  may  have  their  utility  ; if  no  othei"- 
advantage  is  to  be  expefted^  one  good  will  be  clearly  afcertained> 
the  convenience  of  having  the  nurfe  kept  conilantly  awake,  and 
if  one  medicine  IS  not  produftive  of  fuccefs,  another  may.  Thefe  are 

furely  alternatives  weE  worthy  your  attention,,  being  admirably 
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calculated  for  the  promotion  of  your  patienfs  cure  and  your  cnvn 
reputation. 

Having  written  your  long  prefcription,  and  learnt  from  Mr. 
Emetic  every  necefiary  information,  you  return  to  the  room  of 
your  patient,  to  prove  your  attention,  and  renew  your  admo-- 
nitions  of  punftuality  and  fubmiflion  ; — -then  receiving  your  fee 
with  a confequential  air  of  indifference,  you  take  your  leave ; not 
omitting  to  drop  an  additional  alTurance,  that  you  fiiall  not  be 

remifs  in  your  attendance/"  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  inftru6lions  you 

mud  fteadily  purfue,  if  you  poflefs  an  ardent  defire  to  become 

eminent  in  your  profeffion'^opulent  in  your  circu7nftances — formidable 

to  your  competitors,  or  a valuable  praBitioner  to  the  Company  of  Apo-^ 

ihecaries,  from  whom  you  are  to  expeft  the  foundation  of  fupport, 

A multiplicity  of  additional  hints  might  be  added  for  your  minute 

obfervance ; but  fuch  a variety  will  prefent  themfelves  in  the  courfe 

of  pradlice,  that  a retrofpedlive  view  of  diurnal  occurrences  will 

fufficiently  furnifli  you  with  every  polTible  information  for  your 
* 

future  progrefs ; regulating  your  behaviour,  by  the  rank  of  your 
patients,  from  the  tnojl  pompous  perfonal  ojlenjlation , to  the  meaneft 
and  mojl  contemptible  fervility. 
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TO  THE  SURGEON. 

I CONGRATULATE  you  upon  your  recent  emancipation  froii'i 
inceflant  Rudy,  intenfe  application,  and  ftridl  hofpital  attend- 
ance, where  I fliall  willingly  fuppofe,  you  was  a drejfer  of  the 
moft  promifing  abilities ; that  you  excelled  your  cotemporaries  in 
every  chirurgical  opinion,  became  an  expert  diJfeSling  pupil  to  one 
of  the  court  of  examiners,  and  are  now  burft  through  the  cloud  of 
your  original  obfcurity,  a perfect  prodigy  of  anatomical  difquifi- 
tion. 

I naturally  conclude  you  capable  of  animadverting  upon  all  the 
diftin6l  branches  of  your  art  to  admiration,  that  you  are  critically 
excellent  in  the  ufe  of  an  injtrument  from  the  humble  a6f  of  fimple 
phlebotomy,  to  the  more  important  operation  for  a fjiula  in  ano. 

■—You  have,  beyond  every  fhadow  of  doubt,  paid  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  fadiionable  precepts  of  the  late  Lord  Chefterfield,  and 
rendered  yourfelf  (with  affiftance  from  the  graces)  a perfedt  adept 
in  polite  addrefs,  difplaying  a variety  of  the  moft  engaging  at- 
titudes, even  in  the  adjuftment  of  a ten  tailed  bandage.  The  pro- 

feffional 
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feffional  information  you  have  induftrioufly  colle6led,  is  fuch  as  will 
certainly  afford  you  the  moft  equitable  claims  upon  public  opinion^ 
being  in  poffeffion  of  every  neceffary  acquifition  from  a fmple 
'gonorrhcea  to  a confirmed  lues,  . 

Previous  to  your  folicitation  of  favour  from  your  friends,  you 
have  neceffarily  paffed  the  awful  ceremony  of  examination  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  under  your  former  tutor  (and  his  brethren  of  the 
court)  who  would  not  pay  his  (/wn  abilities  fo  improper  a compli- 
ment as  to  afk  you  queftions  in  anatomy  or  ofieology,  that  he  knew 
your  qualifications  inadequate  to  the  talk  of  technically  explaining* 
After  palling  this  fiery  ordeal,  you  depofit  the  ufual  pecuniary  gra-- 
tuity,  and  receiving  the  badge  of  your  newly  acquired  honor,  we 
now  hail  you  a Member  of  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons, and  con- 
clude an  ornamental  plate  upon  the  door  of  your  habitation  de- 
notes you  fo  accordingly. 

We  fuppofe  you  embarking  in  a fea  of  fpirited  oppofition,  with 
your  competitors,  for  profeffional  celebrity,  and  decorating  your 
place  of  refidence  in  the  moft  applicable  ftile  to  attraft  attention. 
To  effeft  this,  let  your  exterior  apartments  be  ornamented  with 
the  bufis  of  ancients  you  never  read,  portraits  of  moderns  that 


you 
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you  never  knew.  Thele  form  an  excellent  combination  to  excite 
the  admiration  and  report  of  thofe  who  have  occafion  to  court  the 
aflirtance  of  your  extenfive  abilities. — To  gradually  heighten 
which  furprize,  your  interior  (or  audit  room)  muft  be  a perfect 
Golgotha.- — A proficiency  in  the  fcience  of  ofleology,  mufi  be  power- 
fully imprefied  upon  the  fenfes  of  the  trembling  vifitors,  by  a 
profiijion  of  Jheletons  in  different  ftates ; let  the  avvfulnefs  of  the 
fcene  be  rendered  ftill  more  fir  iking,  by  a variety  of  fubjefls 
fufpended  in  fpirits,  interfperfed  with  fingular  anatomical  and  in^ 
jeBed  preparations,  both  wet  and  dry ; giving  to  the  whole  ad- 
ditional force  by  the  introduftion  of  a Jew  illjhapedfijhes)'  as 
the  finifliing  ftroke  to  a well  formed  plan  of  cUnirgical  ojlentation. 
Remember  to  let  the  certificates  of  your  profeflional  qualifications, 
from  your  different  leSluring  tutors,  be  fo  placed  (in  elegant  frames) 
as  to  meet  the  eye  in  a confpicuous  direction ; leaft  that  part  of 
your  patients,  who  condefcend  to  vifit  you  in  this  gloomy  recefs, 
fliould  have  reafon  to  conclude  you  a confummate  dunce  and  moft 
illiterate  booby,  if  thefe  learned  profeflbrs  had  not  done  your  friends 
the  favour  to  certify'  to  the  contrary : and  this  they  always 

chearfully 
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chearfiilly  do,  rather  than  have  it  imagined  they  have  eafed  you  of 
a part  of  your  property,  without  doing  you  any  real  fervice. 

The  domeftic  arrangement  being  thus  formed,  the  reflections 
to  which  you  muft  now  turn  your  mind,  are  the  neceflary  modes 
of  praftice  and  behaviour,  that  may  render  you  not  only  eminent 
in  your  profeflion,  but  refpectable  in  your  property ; as  great 
events,  that  contribute  largely  to  the  gratification  of  fuch  wifh,  do 
not  frequently  occur,  inferior  cafes  of  every  kind  mufl:  be  ren- 
dered fubfervient  to  the  purpofe.  In  this  lift,  venereals  are  entitled 
to  pre-eminence,  as  the  moft  lucrative  ; the  patient  never  hefitating 
to  pay  full  as  liberally  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fecret  as  the  cm^e 
of  difeafe, — But  you  may  be  perfectly  afliired,  this  fecret  never 
rewards  fo  well,  as  when  fate  or  fortune  aflifts  its  introduftion  to 
married  families ; a moft;  ftriking  corroboration  of  this  fact,  oc- 
curred not  long  fmce  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a royal  refidence^ 
and  afforded  matter  of  mirth  to  the  firft  circles  in  its  environs*— 
This  conftant  friend  to  the  faculty  was  communicated  to  a mar« 
ried  lady,  by  a young  and  celebrated  perfonage  of  feme  national 
eminence,  and  immediately  conveyed  from  her  to  enamoured 
eornuto  in  the  moments  of  true  connubial  felicity ; he,  jn  the  love  of 

variety, 


( '5  ) 


variety,  unluckily  conferred  the  favour  upon  the  houfe  maid ; and 
fhe,  in  the  extenfive  liberality  of  her  difpofitlon,  kindly  beftowtd 
a portion  upon  footman.  The  eleSfrical  Jloock  of  this  French  five 
was  fo  rapidly  communicated,  that  the  four  fufferers,  within  the 
fpace  of  ten  days,  made  their  feparate  private  confeffions  to  the 
medical  fuperintendant  o£  the  family,  each  alfigning  a different 
caufe  for  its  introduction,  and  equally  ftrangers  to  the  mode  of 
its  being  brought  into  {o  fober  a family.  Although  this  is  a well 
authenticated it  is  a harveft  that  can  be  very  feldom  expeCled 

to  happen  in  fo  great  a degree ; yet  you  will  find  it  a matter  often 

% 

intruding  between  hufband  and  wife,  and  confidered  no  inde- 
lible proof  of  modern  inconftancy, — To  this  fecret,  you  will  be  fre- 
quently admitted  by  one  party~the  other,  or  both  ; and  have  an 
undoubted  privilege  to  accumulate  all  poffible  pecuniary  advan- 
tage from  the  confidence  fo  implicitly  placed  in  you.  . 

Whatever  cafes  are  fubmitted  to  your  opinion,  be  always  pre- 
pared to  reprefent  them  worfe  than  they  really  are ; making  by 
your  technical  terms,  and  political  doubts,  bad  zvorfe  upon  every 
poffible  occafion.  Let  all  your  proceedings  have  a peculiar  and 
commanding  dignity  annexed  to  the  execution ; by  affuming  a 


want 
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want  of  feeling,  even  to  ferocity,  you  will  be  termed  a pra£li- 
tioner  of fpirit,  and  become  properly  diftinguilbed  for  your  pro:- 
feffional/orfaYw(fe’.  No  tender  fenfations  muft  be  permitted  to  in- 
fluence your  feelings  during  any  operation,  however  tedious,  or 

/ 

painful  to  the  patient ; they  are  an  ornament  to  human  nature, 

and  beneath  your  confideration  as  one  of  the  faculty,- — Cuftom'  has 

« 

rendered  you  ineligible  to  a place  in  the  jury  box,  as  an  evident 
proof  of  your  profeffional  brutality ; by  therefore  turning  their 

r 

“ pains  to  laughter  and  contempt,"  you  only  juftify  the  charac- 
ter you  are  already  in  pofleflion  of. 

In  the  moft  trifling  operations  (even  phlebotomy)  defcend  to 
the  very  minutiae  of  medical  confequence,  not  only  making  the 
ceremony  long,  but  ferious,  that  you  may  be  the  better  entitled  to 
perfonal  refpedl  and  pecuniary  compenfation.  In  all  thofe  dread- 
ful accidents  that  alarm  friends  and  diftrefs  families,  take  care  to 
throw  out  (during  your  apparent  care  and  attention)  a variety  of 
obfervations  that  convey  large  founds  with  little  meaning ; by  fuch 
ambiguous  expreflions  you  render  the  cure  more  extraordinary, 

I 

whenever  it  happens,  and  is  no  bad  preparative  for  the  procraf- 
tination  of  it  to  your  own  emolument,  In  all  cafes  requiring  the 
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interpofition  of  inftruments,  take  great  care  that  you  produce 
them  with  myfterious  folemnity,  impreffing  the  fpe6lators  and 
affiftants,  with  equal  awe  and  fear  of  your  abilities ; if  incifions^ 
or  Jeparation  of  the  foft  parts,  become  neceflary,  be  fure,  like  old 

Renault/^  to  Ihed  blood  enough  it  will  be  attended  with  a 
double  advantage  ; firft  in  the  appearance  of  bufinefs,  and  the 
more  pleafng  conf  deration,  that  the  larger  ?ind  deeper  the  wounds 
the  longer  time  will  be  neceflary  for  incarnation  ; during  the  courfe 
of  which/  your  perfonal  attendance  and  daily  epitbemas  cannot  be 
difpenfed  with# 

The  greater  operations  do  not  occur  every  day,  therefore  te- 
dious cicatrizations,  in  addition  to  fimple  and  compound  Jr  adlures,  are 
comfortable  aids  to  fill  up  the  fpaces  of  intervention.  .Fra6lures 
of  the  lower  extremities  are  exceedingly  favourable,  for  you  may 
then  exert  proper  authority ; it  becomes  your  duty  to  keep  them 
down  when  they  are  fa,  for  furely  you  may  take  upon  you  to  know 
(with  propriety  and  profefiional  privilege)  when  they  are  capa- 
ble of  funding  and  walking,  better  than  they  can  tbem/elves^'-^— 
Tho"'  one  exception  to  this  rule  has  fallen  within  my  knowledge,. 

and 
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and  nearly  fet  afide  the  privilege  of  the  pra6tice  in  the  neighboxir- 
hood  where  it  happened. 

- An  honeft  hearty  jw/Z/rr,  in  a fmall  parilh  in  the  county  of 

H , having,  on  the  market  day,  made  fome  lucky  purchafes, 

and  congratulating  himfelf  ixpon  his  good  fortune  with  a few 
friends  over  the  bottle,  got  himfelf  infenfibly  intoxicated  ; but 
obftinately  perfifting  in  his  determination  (and  ability)  to  ride 
home,  he  was  fuffered  to  depart,  and  was  found  afterwards  upon 
the  road  by  one  of  his  own  fervants  almoft  lifelefs  ; he  was  con- 
veyed to  his  habitation,  and  one  of  the  moll  eminent  furgeons  from 
a certain  large  and  populous  town  was  called  in,  who  finding 
the  trunk  nearly  inanimate,  proceeded  to  venefedtion,  then  to  an 
accurate  examination  of  the  body,  in  which  he  prefently  difco- 
vered  “ afraSture  of  the  tibia,  and  two  of  the  ribs ; he  had  every 
“ reafon  to  apprehend  (from  prefent  fymptoms)  a concuffion  of  the 
“ brain ; but  fituated  as  things  were,  he  fhould  now  adminifter 
proper  palliatives,  and  purfue  the  neceffary  fteps  upon  his  ar- 
“ rival  in  the  morning.” — He  then  left  the  patient,  after  flri6l 
injun6lions  “ that  he  fliould  not  be  fuffered  to  move  from  the 
pofition  he  had  placed  liim  in,  till  his  return.” — At  the  hour 
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before  appointed,  the  Doctor  returned,  and  not  finding  the  wife 
below  flairs,  explored  the  region  he  had  left  his  patient  in  the 
night  before,  furrounded  by  his  forrowful  friends ; when,  flrange 
to  relate  I (Jlr anger  to  believe ! ) the  bird  was  flown,  the  bed  made, 
and  the  very  room  exhibited  a flriking  proof  of  ruflic  neatnefs,^ 
Recovering  in  fome  degree  from  his  fiirprife,  and  feeling  very  for-* 
cibly  the  aukwardnefs  of  his  fituation,  he  defcended  to  the  kitchen, 

and  there  finding  the  wife  (who  had  jiifl  returned  from  fome  bu* 

/ 

nefs  in  a back  yard)  he  eagerly  enquired  “ How,  or  w'hich  way, 
his  patient  had  been  conveyed,  and  where  to?” — When  the 
poor  woman  very  fimply  and  civilly  replied,  that  “ her  hufband 
“ was  gone  into  the  fields  among  his  folks ; that  fhe  had  repeat- 
“ edly  urged  the  doftor's  orders  of  his  tiot  getting  out  of  bed ; but 
“ he  was  a very  obfiinate  man,  and  faid  he'd  be  d^ — 'd  if  he'd 
“ ever  lay  in  bed  with  a broken  kg  for  any  dodtor  in  England,  fo 
long  as  he  could  walk  upon  it.” — It  may  be  better  conceived 
than  defcribed  how  fevere  a firoke  this  proved  upon  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  furgeon ; certain  it  is,  his  pradlice  continued  in  a de- 
clining date  for  fome  years,  and  it  w'as  not  till  the'  circumftance 
was  nearly  buried  in  oblivion  (with  the  body  of  the  miller)  that 
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lie  recovered  his  former  celebrity,  being  at  this  moment  one  of 
the  oldeft  and  mofi:  eminent  praftitioners  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  he  refides.  . 

This  inftance  fufficiently  demonftrates  the  impropriety  of  over- 
ft'raining  the  profeffional  prerogative,  efpecially  with  thofe  obfti- 
nate  uncivilized  beings,  who  have  fo  little  pliability  of  difpofitionj 
as  not  to  lay  in  bed  when  required  ; particularly  in  cafes  of  emer* 
gency,  where  it  is  fo  evidently  for  the  promotion  of  their  own 
health  and  fa fety.  r'  > :/  ' 

Remember  in  all  cafes  of  difficulty  “and  danger  to  be  mindful  of 
the  emplaprum  adhcefivum  of  connexion,  by  which-every  branch  of 
the  faculty  fhould  be  united  for  the;  prefervation  of  the  whole  ; 
advife  (without  the  leaft  reference  to  the  enormity  of  expence)  a 
confultation  of  the  moft  eminent ; this  renders  the  cafe  of  your  pa- 
tient  more  ferious  and  alarming,  and  you  oblige  your  brethren  by 
the  recommendation  ; firft  of  a phyfician,  whok  prefer iption  intro- 
duces the  apothecary ; and  you  then  proceed  phyfically  and  fyjiema-- 
tically  in  the  joint  depredation  and  cure ; your  two  friends,  by  the 
law  of  retribution,  gratefully  recommending  your  infpeefion  of 
every  fimple  laceration  upon  all  fimilar  occafions. 
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Tlrcfe  are  maxims  that  may  at  firfi:  fight  feem  beneath  the  at- 
tention of  a young  and  brilliant  pra6titioner,  who  erfoneoufly  con- 
ceiving merit  a fiifficient  recommendation,  requires  no  other  con- 
dudlor ; but  tiiey  are  fo  evidently  an  abfolute  part  of  his  necef- 
fary  ftudy,  that  uhlefs  fuch  mutual  arts  are  occafionally  put  in 
praftice,  he  can  never  (in  the  prefent  multiplied  ftate  of  pra6li- 
tioners)  expeft.to  derive  thexommbn  neceffaries  of  life  from  a fair 
and  generous  practice  of  his  profeffion.  - ^ 

Men  of  underftanding,  experience,  and  obfervation,  know,  that 
the  benignant  hand  of  "providence  continues  to  anticipate  in  a'va- 
riety  of  iiiftances  the  inter pofitions  of  art ; and  nature  would, 
upon  many  occafidns,  ehtirely  effe6f  her  own  work,  if  not  fo  fre- 
quently interrupted  and  retarded  by  the  officious  hands  and  in- 
terefted  experiments  of  prof effional  jugglers. 
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TO  THE  ACCOUCHER, 

OR, 

M A N - M I D W I F E. 

YOU  fortunately  make  your  appearance  upon  the  boards  of 
public  patronage,  under  the  moft  ftriking  advantages  ; the 
prevalence  of  fajfjion  has  exceeded  every  confideration  of  decency^ 
and  dijcretion,  and  you  are  become  (by  the  influence  of  pride  and 
imitation)  as  neceflary  to  the  comfort  of  a cottage,  as  the  happw 
nefs^of  a court.  From  the  nature  of  your^profeiflonal  deftination,^ 
a pleafing  exterior,  and  an  accomplifhed  perfon,  are  Invariably 
expected;  neceflarily  blending  (from  your  intended- in tercourfe' 
with ’ the  part  of  the  creation)  the  precifion  of  tafte,  with  the 
perfection  of  the  Icholar.  ’ . / ‘ " ^ 

The  certificate  granted  you  by  that  elaborate  Ie6turer,  the  o!h-- 
Jletric  profejjhry  proclaims  you  qualified  in  the  very  minutiae  of  this 
myfterious  art.  The  parts,  externally  and  internally,  neceflary  to 
generation,  are  ip  perfectly  familiar  to  your  mind's  eye,"  that 


t- 


you  can  exteniporaneoiifly  delineate  the  ovaria^^  the  fallopian 
tubes/"  the  fimbrm,  and  the  very  a6l  of  conception,  from  the 
animalcule  ^ in  femen  mufculino,'*  to  thd  laft  ik3.ge  of  gejlation  ; 
the  gradual  expanfion  of  the  uterus^  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteriy 

the  progrefs  of  labour,  and  all  the  methods  of  extra6tion. 

0 

• 

You  can  clearly  define  the  claffes  as  natural,  labo?ious,  and  pre- 
ternatural;  Ahos  lifQ  of  th^.forceps,  fciffars,  crotchet,  blunt  hook  ; 
the  iiitrodudtion  of  the  catheter,  the  extra6tion  oh  the  placenta, . and 
the  reparation  of  X\\e  funis  ; in  fa^l,  all  the  et  ceteras  are  fo'  per- 
feftly  clear  to  you  in  'theory,  that  it  is  ahnoft  treafon  to  fuppofe 
you  can  err  in  the  practice. 

But,  Sir,  ripe  as  you.are  in  tliefe, advantages,  the  harvefi:  of.uni- 
verfal  applaufe,  and  the  fy/eets  of  emolument,  are  fearcely  to  be. 
acquired  even  by  time,  labour,  and  the  moft  indefatigable  induftry,., 
You  have  in  the  practice  of  midwifeiy,  all  die  ills  of  Pandora  s box 
to  encounter,  and  after  twenty  years  practice  may  be  left  to  ex- 
claiin  moil  emphatically, 


**  Vain  his  attempt  who  drives  to  pleafe  you  all.” 


The  only  confolation  you  have,  is,  that  you  are  deftined  to  co- 
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operate  with  fubje6ls5  whole  fmlles  render  fome  degree  of  com- 
penfation  for  the  incelTant  fatigue  dependant  upon  the  pradlice. 
Under  thefe  confiderations,  in  the  full  career  of  your  expefta- 
tions,  it  can  never  prove  inapplicable  to  prepare  your  mind  for 
fome  of  the  rebuffs  and  difappointments  that  inevitably  enfue.  I 
conclude  you  are  polfelTed  of  youth,  health,  diligence,  and  con- 
ftitiitional  Jiamina ; but  there  are  other  reqiiifites,  equally  ne- 
celfary  for  the  performance  of  profeffional  duties,  to  which  by 
eledllon  you  dedicate  the  ftore  of  knowledge  you  have  fo  induf- 
trioufly  acquired.  The  indifpenfible  qualifications,  for  the  fuc- 
cefsfiil  execution  of  the  arduous  taflc  you  are  undertaking,  may  be 
comprifed  in  very  few  words,  and  thofe  few  exceedingly  expref- 
five  and  readily  underftood  ; without  fohriety^  fortitude,  judgmefit, 
^nd  patience,  you  never  can  expedl  to  attain  the  fummit  of  excel- 
lence, or  obtain  admilfion  to  thofe  families  whofe  patronage  will 

# 

contribute  mofi;  to  both  credit  and  emolument.  But  admitting 
you  pofTefied  of  all  the  reqiiifites  for  mere  manual  operation,  the 
procefs  of  delivery,  and  confiftency  of  conduct,  yet  there  are  a 
multiplicity  of  embellifiiments,  that  nothing  but  previous  inform- 

E ation^ 
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ation,  private  inftruiSlion,  or  experimental  pra61ice,  can  fufii- 

» 

ciently  recommend  to  your  attention. 

In  the  awful  minute  of  your  introdu6fion  to  a fcene  of  excru- 
ciating agony  and  eager  expeftation,  where  the  hope  of  a mo- 
ther, and  the  anxiety  of  friends,  all  center  in  you,  as  the  inef- 
fenger  of  peace,  throw  off  the  oftentatious  air  of  felf-importance, 
exerted  over  thofe  patient  paupers  upon  whom  you  pracfifed  in 
the  days  of  your  initiation,  and  recollefting  yourfeif  the  humble 
folicitant  of  public  opinion  and  private  favour,  difplay  your  ten^ 
dernefs  and  civility,  as  no  bad  harbinger  of  your  better  qualifi- 
cations. Strengthen  fiich  favourable  impreflion  by  every  degree 
of  delicacy  and  attention  to  the  fuffering  expe6lant,  who  im- 
ploring affiftance  from  the  interpofition  of  your  art,  hails  you  as 
the  god  of  her  idolatry/'  by  whom  file  is  to  receive  an  early 
acquittal  from  all  her  fufferings. 

As  this  is  not  often^to  be  infiantly  expe6led,  and  many  tedious 
hours  frequently  intervene  between  the  hope  and  execution^  it  will 
be  necefl'ary  (exclufive  of  your  periodical  confolations  to  the  pa- 
tient s infpiring  refignation)  you  addrefs  yourfeif  to  the  paffions 

and 
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and  foibles  of  the  gofiips,  with  whom  you  will  in  general  be  too 
(iiiimeroufly  attended,  and  whofe  clamours  upon  many  occafions 
are  not  eafily  to  be  fubdued.— Notwithftanding  this,  the  good 
opinions  and  recommendations  of  thefe  motley  vifitors  (of  all  ages 
and  conftitutions)  are  the  very  materials  to  form  the  foundatiog. 
of  report^  upon  which  the  fuperflru6f  ure  of  your  reputation  and 
future  pradlice  is  to  be  raifed. — Although even  to  a certain 
degree  of folemnity,  is  a charadteriftic  of  your  profeffional  praftice, 
•yet  there  are  times  when-  you  muft  unavoidably  come  forward  to 
enliven  the  good  ladies  with  a fpecimen  of  your  volubility,  and 
variegate  the  natural  extremities  of  pain  with  the  applicable  infi- 
nuations  of  mirth.  Jocular  inuendoes  and  double  entendres  are 
not  only  expecfed,  but  courted  in  the  intervals  of  eafe,  or,  as  the 
good  women  generally  term  it,  when  the  bufinefs  ftands  ftill/' 
The  introduftion  of  the  tea-table  and  the  joke  are  always  con- 
fidered  equally  promoters  of  mirth  and  the  delivery  ; the  prafti- 
tioner  is  expefted  to  be  well  flocked  with  the  mofl  fafliionable 
recitals  of  feduclion,  rapes ^ fornication,  and  adidtery,  which,  if  well 
told,  and  applicabl}^  introduced,  infures  him  to  a certainty  the 
future  interefls  of  his  company.  It  will  be  abfolutely  neceflary  for 

E 2 


you 


( 28  ) 


you  to  fall  into  all  the  opinions  of  the  table,  except  the  glafs  of 

brandy  repeatedly  preffed  upon  you  by  the  nurfe  (as  a fpecific^ 

or  grand  arcana,  for  every  ill)  with  the  very  expreffive  plea  of  its 

% 

not  doing  you  any  har?n  ; and  befides,  Sir,  what's  good  for  the 
goofe  is  good  for  the  gander/' 

After  fuch  cafual  refpites  (which  frequently  happen)  when  the- 
progrefs  of  labour  calls  you  again  to  your  chair  of  office,  refurne 
the  language  of  commiferation,  giving  your  patient  every  allevia- 
tion of  hope  for  a fpeedy  deliverance,  at  the  very  time  you  are  im- 
preffing  (by  fignificant  looks  and  emphatic  geftures)  the  attendants 
and  friends  with  an  idea  of  great  difficulty  and  impending  danger. 
In  the  alternate  moments  of  refpiration,  evade  every  retrofpe6live 
allufion  to  the  length  of  the  labour,  by  frequent  infmuations  that 
it  advances  rapidly,  that  you  have  great  reafon  to  hope  every  ob- 
ftacle  will  be  foon  furmounted  ; but  you  are  afraid  the  confolation 
you  adminifter,  and  the  pain  flie  fuffers,  will  take  but  little  hold 
of  the  memory,  if  you  may  be  permitted  to  judge  from  the  de-^ 
claration  of  a very  pretty  woman  you  delivered  during  your  at- 
tendance at  the  Lying-in  Hofpital,  who,  in  reply  to  your  tender 
udmonitions  of  fortitude  and  patience,  faid,  She  was  very  much 

obliged 
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obliged  to  you  for  your  kindnefs,  but  flie  was  very  certain  it  would 
be  juft  the  fame  again  by  that  time  twelvemonth'' — This  will 
make  way  for  any  thing  applicable  of  your  own  collection,  but 
they  muft  be  all  bordering  upon  the  original  caufe  of  the  fcene 
before  you ; for  although  the  patient  is  in  extreme  pain,  it  is  not 
fo  with  the  attendants  ; they  confider  it  a matter  of  courfe,  and  feel 
no  difguft  but  from  fatigue,  which  they  very  juftly  conceive  they 
have  a right  to  alleviate  with  occafional  mirth — ^tea,  and  a little^ 
good  brandy. 

To  the  nurfe,  great  part  of  your  attention  muft  be  diredled ; 

- for  flie,  like  a bellows  blower  to  the  organift  at  a cathedral,  will 
expedl  to  be  included  and  conftitute  WE  in  all  the  merit  of  your 
execution.— The  rapidity,  or  gradual  progrefs  of  labour,  at  length 
clofes  your  complicated  fcene  of  mirth  and  anxiety  ; you  deliver 
jour  patient,  and  proceed  to  the  fubfequencies  (Jecundem  artem) 
all  which  having  concluded  to  general  admiration,  and  received 
ten  thoufand  thanks  and  blefiings  from  your  fubjeft,  you  convey 
a pecuniary  hope  for  future  fervices  into  the  hand  of  the  nmfe,  take: 
a tender  leave  of  your  patient,  with  a promife  of  feeing  her  again 
in  proper  time,  drop  an  attradling  nod  of  obedience  to  the  fur* 
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rounding  females,  and  meeting  the  huiband  at  the  bottom  of  the 
flairs,  congratulate  him  upon  his  fon  or  his  daughter  ; fllghtly 
hint  the  difficulty  of  the  cafe,  the  danger  you  apprehended,  the 
fatigue  you  had  undergone,  all  v/hich  is  not  worthy  a thought, 
perfectly  happy  in  an  event  that  contributes  fo  largely  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  him  and  his  faiuily. 

That  part  of  the  work  being  completed,  that  moft  depended 
upon  the  efforts  of  Nature,  it  becomes  your  duty  to  promote  your 
own  intereft  by  every  exertion  of  art.  Should,  after  your  de- 
parture, any  hemorrage  enfue,  inevitable  danger  will  be  appre- 
hended, the  patient  will  be  reduced,  the  friends  alarmed,  and  you, 
in  the  moments  of  dreadful  anxiety,  be  immediately  fent  for  ; this 
lucky  circwnflance  will  operate  to  your  earneft  wiffi  ; it  will  afford 
ample  fcope  for  your  moft  fertile  invention,  and  happily  introduce 

a long  lift  of  Jiyptics,  anodynes,  and  all  thofe  neceffary  concomitants 

/ * 

that  give  a profitable  complexion  to  the  bufmefs,  by  enlarging 
your  hopes,  protracting  the  cafe,  and  encreafing  the  danger. 

However,  fhould  this  favourable  circumftance  not  occur,  your 
privilege  is  by  no  means  curtailed ; you  immediately  commence 
your  previous  intentional  operation  of  difpatching  a fufficiency  of  , 

halfamc 
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halfamlc  anodyne  draughts,  to  promote  and  mitigate  the  feverlty 
of  after  pains,  that  very  much  diftrefs  the  patient/*  Thefe 
draughts  fhould  be  continued  every /oi/r  hours  at  leaf,  and  as  a fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  that  excellent  (and  cheap)  medicine,  fperma^ 
cceti,  cannot  be  well  dilTolved  in  each  draught,  without  rendering 
it  too  vifcid  in  confiftence,  it  will  be  peculiarly  advantageous  to 
you  (as  well  as  the  patient)  to  let  them  be  accompanied  with 
bolufes  to  be  taken  at  the  fame  time,  compofed  oi  pulv.fperma^ 
confeB,  alkermes,  &c. — Let  the  adminiftration  of  thefe  medicines  be 
entirely  regulated  by  the  temper,  docility,  and  recovery  of  your 
fubjedl ; having  it  ever  in  mind,  that  it  is  neither  your  duty  or 
intereft  to  make  the  leafl  obfervation  upon  their  being  no  longer 
necelfary,  till  their  frequent  ufe  is  complained  of  by  the  patient 
fufferer  ; and  even  then  you  are  favoured  by  fortune  in  a plea, 

t 

that  you  are  now  under  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  making  un* 
avoidable  alterations  for  the  prevention  of  the  milk,  or  puerperal 
‘‘  fever,  which  you  very  much  apprehend  may  enfue/*  That  it 
is  an  invariable  rule  with  you,  never  to  recommend  the  ufe  of 
medicines,  but  where  they  are  highly  neccifary ; in  the  prefent 
inftance,  it  is  your  duty,  from  the  motive,  of  gratitude,  to  be 


equally  circumipeft,  for  the  promotion  of  her  health  and  your  own 
reputation. 

« 

To  effeft  every  defirable  purpofe,  a gentle  diaphorefis  muft  be 
fupported,  to  prevent  obftriiclions  and  promote  the  neceflary 
excretions;  to  procure  v/hich,  you  muft  entreat  moft  earneftly 
an  implicit  obedience  to  your  dire6lions,  which  from  a variety 
of  impleafant  fymptoms  becomes  indifpenfible.  To  carry  which 
point  in  a ftill  greater  degree,  renew,  at  every  vifit,  your  atten- 
tions to  the  nmje  (who  in  your  abfence  is  a vortex  of  knowledge, 

I 

in  3^our  prefence  all  obedience)  her  approbation  of  ^"our  condudt, 
and  good  opinion  of  your  pradlice  muft  be  obtained  at  any  price  ; 
it  becomes  with  }^ou  a confideratlon’  of  greater  magnitude  than 
your  patient's  recovery;  for  fliould  death  no  longer  permit  her 
prefence  in  the  fcene  of  fublunary  events,  you  lofe  one  patient  only ; 
but  with  the  good  opinion  and  recommendation  of  the  niirfe^  va- 
nifhes  hundreds  of  patients  in  embryo,  to  be  brought  forth  by  the 
influence  of  her  exaggerated  reports  of  your  incredible  abilities. 

The  nurfe  once  fecured  and  attached  to  your  intereft,  becomes 
an  admirable  inftriiment  for  the  promotion  of  all  your  defigns,  ftie 
embraces  every  opportunity  to  ftrengthen  your  diredlions,  and 


urges 
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Xtrges  (as  you  have  done)  the  continuation  of  medicine,  “ till, 
with  the  bleffing  of  God,  her  miftrefs  is  quite  fet  up  and 
upon  her  legs  again/"  A 'proper  refleclion  upon  thefe  fiib- 
je(5ls  will  convince  you  (even  in  the  infancy  of  your  embarka- 
tion) that  a midtvifery  cafe  in  a good  family  is  no  bad  thing,  and 
made  the  moft  of,  with  the  occafional  aid  of  perpetual  cardiacs,, 
-^lalfamicSy — carminatives,  and  anodynes,  to  eafe  and  quiet  the 
the  child,""  every  time  It  coughs,  or  belches,  conftitutes  a har- 
veft  of  induhry  and  political  neceffity,  that  the  vvorld  in  general 
is  very  little  acquainted  witli. 

Previous  to  the  clofing  of  the  curtain,  you  have  ftill  an  addi- 
tional chance  for  more  depredations  upon  the  unfortunate 
hufband ; fliould  Jlagnant  milk  occafion  a coagulum  in  the  ladteals, 
conftituting  a turgency  of  the  breafts,  threatening  a formation 
of  matter,  fuppuration  becomes  almoft  unavoidable,  and  you 
promote  it  accordingly ; this  leads  to  certain  operation,  daily 
dreffings,  &c.  all  tend  to  encreafe  your  interefl,  and  give  you 
the  enjoyment  of  a .temporary  monopoly  in  the  joint  pra6f ice 
of  midwifery,  furgery,  and  phyfic. 

TO 


F 
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rO  THE  APOTHECARY, 


H E varieties  of  your  pafl:^  as  well  as  the  perfonal  requi* 


fites  for  your  future  deftination,  are  of  fuch  a panto- 


mimic and  party-coloured  complexion;,  that  I cannot  proceed 
to  a recital  fo  truly  rifible,  without  firfi:  offering  you,  in  the 
lines  of  Woty,  a predominant  trait  in  my  own  chara^er^ 


I love  to  laugh,  though  Care  ftand  frowning  bye, 
“ And  pale  Misfortune  rolls  her  meagre  eye.’^ 


Thus  happily  difpofed  to  thofe  brilliant  fallies  of  mirth,  that 
almoft  renovate  life,  and  fet  melancholy  at  defiance,  you  will 
be  the  lefs  liable  to  furprife,  that  I fliall  defcend  to  the  very 
minutise  of  your  neceffary  qualifications,  for  the  fupport  of  fo 
arduous  and  complicated  a character  as  you  are  now  going  to 
perform  upon  the  theatre  of  life. 

It  is  very  natural  to  conclude  you  have,  during  the  tedious 
years  of  initiation  as  an  apprentice,  and  your  more  mature 

t 
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fcrvices  as  a journeyman,  (politely  ycleped  affifiant)  whether  in 
the  metropolis,  or  the  country,  gone  through  every  degree  of 
drudgery,  and  feelingly  experienced  every  indignity,  that 

ld€  could  bellow,  or  patient  merit  receive.  Not  an  inferior 
trull  (of  the  inferior  part  of  the  faculty)  but  you  have  carried 
into  execution,  from  the  inje6lion  of  an  enema  in  a garret,  to 
the  feparation  of  an  emplqjlrum  veficatorium  in  a v/orkhoufe. 
Thefe  are  offices  of  humanity  and  fervice  to  your  fellow* 
creatures,  that  do  you  immortal  honour ; they  are  retrofpec- 
tives  that  form  an  epoch  in  the  mind  of  every  practitioner,  and 
afford  him  the  powerful  confolation  of  facred  truth,  He  that 
humbleth  himfelf,'"’  See,  by  which  rule,  and  the  force  of  a 
fertile  imagination,  any  apothecary  may  conceive  himfelf  a phy-^ 
fician,  even  in  the  adminiftration  of  ^gly/ier.  In  this  hofpitable 
execution  (taken  metaphorically)  there  cannot  be  fuppofed  the 
leaft  indignity ; for  it  is  univerfally  known  the  greatejl  and 
moll  prudent  generals  are  in  the  rear  during  the  heat  of  battle ; 
and  we  are  again  taught  ferioufly  to  believe  the  lall  fhall  be 
firfl,"'  &c.  fo  that  you  have  every  way,  (by  both  faith  and 

F 2 fervices) 
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fervices)  infured  a religious  and  prophetic  hope  of  prefer- 
ment. 

Having  for  many  years  encountered  the  worjl^  you  are  now 

prepared  for  the  bejl ; and  bidding  adieu  to  the  rigid  rules  of 

auftere  mahers,  embark  upon  your  own  foundation,  qualified 

for  every  medical  confultation,  from  the  bedchamber  of  a 

dutchefs  dowager  to  the  fubterraneous  refidence  of  her  chair-- 

man.  You  have,  at  this  period,  not  only  ihaken  off  the  fliackles 

of  fervitude,  but  the  very  recolledtion  of  your  long  ftanding 

(Culinary  connexions.  In  your  various  changes  of  refidence, 

tedious  peregrinations,  and  medical  obfervations,  it  is  natural 

to  conclude,  you  have  acquired  by  care,  ftudy,.  and  attention, 

\ ✓ 

.a  competent  knowledge  of  almoft  every  tint  in  the  piXure  of 

life ; which,  with  embellifliments,  derived  from  a few  courfes^ 

under  fome  of  the  metropolitan  leSturers,  and  hofpital  attendance r 

¥ 

to  qualify  you  for  the  complication  of  country  praXice,  there  is 

no  doubt  but  you  come  from  the  forge  properly  formed,  ta 

« 

make  wrong  appear  right,  and  right  wrong,  in  the  face  of  every 
old  xvman  in  the 'county  where  you  are  going  to  refide. 


Exclufive 


t 37  1 

Exclufive  of  thefe  qualifications,  and  the  many  Inftrudlions 
already  introduced  under  the  two  preceding  heads  (to  which 
you  may  occafionally  refer)  there  are  a great  variety  that  muft 
be  advanced  for  your  particular  ufe,  and  to  thofe  you  will,  na 
doubt,  pay  every  proper  attention,  if  you  indulge  the  lead  de- 
fire  to  become  a popular  member  of  the  faculty..  In  refpe6l  to 
perfonal  appearance,  former  diftinflions  and  peculiarities  are  in 
fome  degree  levelled,  the  world  is  very  much  relaxed  in  its  fe- 
feverities,  and  the  apothecary  mixes  with  the  general  herd  of 
mankind,  without  thofe  diftinguifliing  exteriors  that  zvere  his 

N 

profeffional  chara6leriftics.  The  gilt- headed  cane  and  enormous 
taflel  are  no  longer  in  ufe  ; the  full-bottom  wig,  that  fo  univer- 
fally  ornamented  the  osfrontis  of  the  faculty  in  general,  is  now 
almoft  laid  afide  with  inferior  clalTes,  and  engroffed  by  the  coU 
lege.  The  apothecary  (particularly  in  the  country)  is  in  every 
refpedl  free  from  the  illiberal  cenfure  of  former  times,  and 
treading  clofe  upon  the  heels  of  the  parfon  and  the  lazvyer,  en- 
joys, without  reftraint,  the  chace,  the  gun,  the  bottle,^  and  bona^ 

t 

roha.  Thei’e,  if  you  are  of  a volatile  difpofition  and  amorons 

conftitution. 
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conilitutlon,  afford  (at  feafonable  opportunities)  a happy  and 
lu’gh  reliflied  relaxation  from  the  many  feverities  of  medical 
practice. 

Having  fixed  upon  your  intended  fpot  for  embarkation,  let 
every  thought  be  employed  to  difplay  an  attra6fing  uniformity 
in  the  difpofition  of  your  apparatus,  for  the  claptrap  of  public 
approbation ; and  though  that  great  inveftigator  of  human  nar 
ture  has  beautifully  portrayed  a beggarly  account  of  empty  boxesp* 
yet  they  become  immediately  neceffary  to  your  prefent  piir- 
pofe  ; it  not  being  his  bufinefs  to  explain  the  folly  and  extra- 
vagance of  your  placing  any  thing  of  confequence  there,  be- 
fore you  was  experimentally  convinced  you  fliould  have  occa- 
fion  for  its  ufe.  Let  there  be  a prof ufion  of  appearance  ; the  floell 
of  a fliop  Is  not  very  expenfive,  and  druggifts  are  fo  numerous, 
that  you  may  be  expeditioufly  fupplied  whenever  circumftances 
require  it. — The  bottles  (being  tranfparent)  become  more  im- 
mediately in  need  of  fometbing  in  each,  particularly  a few  of 
thofe  articles  (as  hartfhorn,  lavender,  &c.)  that  are  in  common 
requeft.  The  lower  drawers  (within  reach)  may  be  labelled 

with 
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With  obfolete  titles,  and  in  eacli  placed  various  paper  parcels  of 
bran  or  faw-duji,  to  avoid  a chance  of  the  farcafiu  upon  the  fa- 
- culty  by  a countryman,  who  happened  to  be  left  alone  fome 
time  in  the  fliop  of  an  apothecary,  and  whofe  curiofity  being 
excited  by  the  great  number  of  drawers,  was  powerfully 
prompted  to  open  one  labelled  Thus,'"  which  finding  empty, 
he  was  induced  to  try  afecond,^///  the  fafiie  ; a third,  the  fame 
^7^.— -Oh ! oh ! fays  he,  I fee  plain  enough  how  it  is,  they 
are  all  Thus/"  Your  fhop  being  at  length  finifhed  in  a ftile 
modern  and  flriking,  let  a green  filk  curtain  (with  brafs  rods 
and  rings)  be  affixed  to  your  window ; it  is  an  excellent  method 
of  conveying  an  idea  of  internal  myftery,  and  iilfpiring  proper « 
tionate  external  curiofity.  Let  no  paltry  diffidence  appear  in  the 
board  over  your  door,  announcing  your  name  and  qualifica- 
tions ; there  are  great  numbers  that  can^t  diftinguifh  Jmall 
letters  at  a diftance,  to  avoid  which  inconvenience,  let  the  ca- 
pitals be  as  confpicuous  as  the  canvas  figures  at  a country 
puppet-ffiew. 

Thus  far  before  the  wind and  being  (as  it  is  natural  to 

conclude) 
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conclude)  not  greatly  engaged,  it  becomes  your  immediate 
^Utention  to  wait  perfonally  upon  the'  different  overfeers  of  the 
furrounding  parifhes,  and  give  them  mofl;  forcibly  to  under- 
ftand,  they  have  been  for  many  years  the  fubjedls  of  im- 
pofitlon ; but  you  having  more  honejly  than  the  whole  body  of 
the  faculty,  will  undertake  to  farm  the  medical  fuperintendance 
of  th.0  poor,  at  half  the  annual  fum  it  has  ever  coft  the  inha- 
bitants  before.  This  political  ftroke  will  excellently  anfwer 
both  your  piirpofes,  for  overfeers  in  general  care  not  how  little 
they  pay  ; and  you  being  profeffionally  callous  to  the  tears  of 
poverty  and  diftrefs,  care  not  how  little  you  give  for  their 
money. 

Tai^tar  emetic — Piilv’,  contray,  c.^Fulv.  nitri,  and  Pulv.jalapii 

/ 

—are  medicines  admirably  calculated  for  the  conftitutions  of  the 

poor ; and  thirty  or  forty  fliillings  a year  in  thofe  articles,  will 

be  fufficient  for  the  confumption  of  five  or  fix  pariflies  ; with  the 

% 

additional  advantage  of  rendering  vials  unneceffary,  a confidera- 
tion  of  fome  confequence,  when  it  it  is  remembered  they  are 
now  double  their  former  price.  'Thefe  parochial  connections 

will 
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’^vill  be  produClive  of  advantage  in  more  ways  than  one,  for 
os  the  unhappy  paupers  will  be  conftantly  feen  at  your  door, 
it  will  afford  all  the  appearance  of  hidden  popularity. 

Oftentatious  parade,  and  perfonal  confequonce,  muff:  be 
your  leading  traits,  and  never  loft  fight  of ; a couple  of  horfes 
will  contribute  largely  to  thefe  objedls  ; not  that  you  are  ex- 
pected to  degrade  the  dignity  of  your  profeffion,  by  riding, 
like  Hughes  or  Aftley,  two  at  a time,  but  their  appearance 
will  conftitute  an  admirable  fhew  of  bufinefs  in  being  rode 
alternately ; and  as  moft  young  men  who  have  not  been  long 
their  own  mafters,  are  fond  of  difplaying  their  perfons  on 

the  outfide  of  a borfe,  you  may  exultingly  not  only  “ feed  fat” 
the  propenfity,  but  the  general  run  of  your  mechanical 
neighbours  (who  fee  no  farther  than  the  tips  of  their  nofes, 
and  are  ever  caught  by  appearances)  will  erroneoufiy  fup- 
pofe  you  are  vifiting  fome  of  the  firft  charadlers  in  the  coun- 
ty. As  it  will  be  now  highly  derogatory  for  you  to  ftain 
your  hands  with  any  menial  fervices,  procure  fpeedily  a jour^- 
• G neyman  ‘ 
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neyman  (alias  aflTiftant)  to  enhance  your  own  weight ; if  there 
is  at  prefent  nothing  for  him  to  do,  the  curtain,  before  re- 
commended, will  obfcure  his  indolence  from  the  prying  eye 
of  public  curiofity.  ^ 

No  part  of  the  faculty  having  ever  been  remarkable  for 
the  regularity  or  fervency  of  their  devotiom,  your  prefence  at 
church  will  confequently  not  be  expefted  (particularly  after 
.the  impreffions  you  have  made  of  being  perpetually  engaged) 
imlefs  you  politically  appear  there  at  two  or  three  different 
times,  merely  for  the  convenience  of  being  called  out  by  your 
own  direBioUy  at  the  ftill  and  mofl:  awful  part  of  the  fervice ; 
a circumflanee  that  will  tell  much  to  your  advantage  with 
every  fuperannuated  old  woman  in  the  parifh.  Take  parti- 
cular care  that  your  horfe  is  conftantly  brought  to  your  door 
on*  the  fabbath  day,  juft  as  the  neighbours  are  -paffing  to 
church,  and  there  paraded  fome  time  previous  to  your  ap- 
pearance, v/hich  to  every  weak  mind  \^'ill  have  its  effedfs ; 
and  be  equally  careful  to  meafure  the  fteps  of  your  horfe ^ by 

.the 


lhe  hands  of  your  wMcb,  fo  that  whetli(a"  your  journey  is  ac- 
cidealally  long,  or  intentionally  fliort,  you  return  juft  at  the 
monieut  of  their  difmiffion  from  the  religious  conventicle. 
In  paffing  the  whole  body  of  inhabitants,  be  ftriiSily  careful 
of  your  felf  confequence— a bow  of  fignificant  refpedt  to  two 
cr  thi^ee  of  the  fupeiiorsy  may  be  applicable  and  confiftent-— 
but  no  familiarity  with,,  or  knowledge  of,  the  multitude ; 
the  greater  your  ojlentation  and  ind^ere^ice,  the  more  fendle 
will  be  their  admiration  and  reJpeB. 

By  no  means  form  any  hafty  or  inconfiderate  matrimonial 
connexion  ; you  will  derive  many  advantages  at  firft  from  a life 
of  celibacy  ; there  are  always  a variety  of  juvenile  females  in 
the  country  (as  well  as  the  metropolis)  who  confidering  them- 
felves  every  way  qualified  to  conftitute  dodiors  ladies^  will  moft 
induftrioufly  th'ow  themfelves  in  your  way  upon  every  occa- 
fion,  that  their  perfonal  attraftions  may  not  efcape  your  ob- 
fervation.  To  families  where  there  are  daughters,  nieces,  or 
coufins.,  who  conceive  themfelves  ripe  for  the  gordian  knot,  you 
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may  aflTure  yourfelf  of  being  called  in  a fhort  time ; for  as 
you. are  fuch  a eharming  man in  your  appearance,  (and 
fo  admirably  fitting  for  a hiifband)  there  can  t be  the  leaft 
reafon  to  doubt  your  profeffional  qualifications. 

You  may  perhaps  fiart  fome  doubts,  (or  confcientioiis 
qualms  may  arife)  how  thefe  appearances  are  to  be  fupported 
in  the  infancy  of  bufinefs,  without  any  great  perfonal  pro-» 
perty  to  fanv5lion  or  juftify  the  attempt ; in  fuch  diffidence 
you  perfe6lly  difplay,  not  only  your  pufillanimity,  but  want 
of  knowledge  and  experience  ; for  certainly  out  of  the  above 
defcription  of  females,  who  will  eonftantly  pay  court  to  your 
oonfequence,  and  by  a thoufand  modes  folicit  your  attention, 
furely  fome  one  of  the  beji  pofiefiions  may  be  obtained,  whofe 
fortune^  and  advantage  of  family  connexion,  may  anfwer  your 
moft  fanguine  expe61:ations : but  fhould  fate  confpire  againft 
you  in  both  bufinefs  and  marriage,  you  will  have  the  confola- 
tion  of  having  made  a bold  pii/h,  and  failing  in  the  attempt, 
you  only  become  a fafliionable  adventurerj  and  gratefully 
pay  your  creditors  nothing  in  the  pound. 


Having 
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Having  gone  through  a chain  of  circumftances  and  in- 
ftruftions,  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  your  public  appear- 
ance, it  will  be  naturally  expe6led  I fliall  revert  to  the  modes 
of  behaviour  that  are  to  conftitute  your  private  chara6ter,  in 
the  profeffional  tranfaftions  that  you  conclude  will  daily  oc- 
cur. Firfl,  let  it  be  your  conftant  obfervance  to  be  equally 
referved  and  difficult  of  accefs-*-whenever  your  opinion  is 
required,  even  in  your  own  fhop,  appear  there  with  tedious 
reluctance,  as  if  privacies  of  the  utmoft  confequence  prevented 
your  earlier  attendance ; this  will  not  only  add  to  your  me- 
dical weight,  but  raife  your  reputation  for  good  breeding  and 
intercourfe  with  the  polite  world ; for  it  is  univerfally  known, 
none  but  the  inferior  orders  are  introduced  to  each  other 
without  ceremony ; it  would  be  therefore  highly  ridiculous  in 
you  to  praClife  a mode  of  behaviour  in  ufe  only  with  the 
ioweft  clafles  of  mankind. 

Never  leave  home  without  letting  your  horfe  be  held  long 
enough  at  the  door  to  be  obferved  by  the  furrounding  neigh- 
bours ; 
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"hoim ; the  moft  trifling  indication  of  biifinefs  is  a point  10 
jbiir; favour,  and  oiiglit  by  no  means  to  be  omitted.  By 
the  invariable  good  effedt  of  which  rule,  no  meflenger  what- 
evei*'  fliouid  arrive  from  the  country  for  medicines,  but  he 
rriiift  be  detained  as  long  as  pfffible ; his  preparations  fhould 
never  be  ready  when  called  for  ; on  the  contrary,  his  horfe 
fliouid  be  hung  or  held  at  the  door  for  half  an*  hour  at  leaft  ; 
a double  advantage  is  derived  from  this  neceflary  caution — the 
horfe  at  the  door  will  prove  a ftriking  objedt  to'  the  public, 
and  the  meflenger  will  afliire  the  family  you  attend,  that 


nothing  but  your  great  hurry  occafioned  the  delay  in  his 
return. 


' / 


It  will  be  ftridlly  proper  for  you,  upon  all  occafions,  to 
preferve  the  moft  inflexible  ferenity  of  countenance,  even  to 
extreme  gravity ; and  this  injundfioh  becomes  the  more  im- 
mediately neceflary,  as  there  are  a vaft  variety  of  unexpedted 
eaufes  for  laughter,  to  whicli  you  will  be  open,  in  the  fre- 
qnent  ’applications  of  unpolifhed  nifties,  for  your  great  opbiion 

and 
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and  afiliftance.  One  clafs  will  beg  the  favoiil"  of  yoit  to  fub-- 
fcribe  for  their  complaints  ; another  hopes  you  won't  be 
offended,  but  he  is  come  to  infult  you  upon  his  cafe  thefe 
inftances  are  fo  exceedingly  common,  that  you  will  often 
meet  with  them,  where  they  are  leaft  expefted . There  now 
lives  an  aldei'nian,  in  a very  capital  town  and  place  of  royal 
refide?ice,  who,  a few  years  fince,  labouring  under  an  epidemic 
complaint,  w^as  told  that  fymptoms  were  alarming,  and  a 
glyfter  was  unavoidably  necefiary;  to  which  reprefentation  he 

I 

expoftulated,  begging  the.  apothecary  to  lay  afide  his  in- 

✓ 

tention,  and  give  him  any  to  tahe  inzvardly;  but  for 

•God's  fake,  to  have  no  cutting  and  flaying — Another  of  the 
fame  learned  body  corporate  {for  they  have  both  kifled  the 
' K — g's  hand)  faid  he,  bore  the  feverity  of  his  complaint 

with  more  patience,  now  he  was  manured  to  it/' 

To  prove  the  frequency  of  thefe  accidental  flips,  it  is  :in> 
poffible  to  refift  the  prefent  temptation  of  introducing*  a few 
more,  that  occur  to  memory  in  the  prefent  recital.  * A lad 

ripon 


/ 


r 
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tipoii  the  borders  of  Northamptonlhire,  being  fent  in  the 
night  to  a medical  praftitioner  at  Banbury ^ and  calling  him 
out  of  bed,  told  him,  he  muft  come  immediately  to  his 
miftrefs,  for  (he  had  got  a Vijiular'^^ — Where?  In 
No,  Zir,  in  the  next  parifh  t'o't/" 

In  an  excurfion  to  Siirry,  I was  folicited  in.  a parifh  near 
Chertfey , to  give  my  advice  to  a mafter  carpenter  there,  who 
had  been  a long  time  indifpofed  ; but  my  prefcription  having 
had  the  defired  effeft,  and  the  poor  man  getting  abroad, 
he  very  gratefully  declared  to  all  his  friends,  I was  the  beji 
mufician  that  ever  came  into  the  country/" — In  the  county 
of  Berks,  an  elderly  woman  came  to  confult  me  upon  the 
bad  Bate  of  her  daughter"s  health ; and  after  animadverting 
Upon  fymptoms,  told  me  in  a whifpeVy  “ that  her  daughter 
was  to  have  been  married  to  a young  man  fome  time 
fmce ; but  fomething  happening  to  break  it  off,  fhe  really 
believed  Hwas  nature  turned  inward  in  her^ 

Paying  a vilit,  in  my  earlier  days,  to  the  lady  of  a good 

old 
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old  country  alderman  of  a borough  in  Hertfordfhire,  fhe,- 
after  many  aukward  apologies  for  the  indelicacy  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  tremblingly  told  me,  “ flie  had  been  very  uneafy  for 
“ fome  days,  with  a violent  heat  in  hsx  jirmamenl — By  way  of 
fupprefling  thofe  rifible  emotions  in  my  dlfpofition  I have  before 
defcrlbedi  I,  for  a moment,  changed'the  fubje6t,  by  enquiring 
the  health  of  her  hufband  to  which  fhe  replied,  with 
thanks,  “ he  was  exceedingly  well,  but  gone  to  make  an 
exerefceme  into  the  country^;”  plunged  deeper  in  difficulty, 
and  rtearer  the  laugh  than  before, , which  was  now  become 
hard  to  fupprefs,  I applied  myfelf  to  her  fnuff-box,  then  on 
the  table,.,and  paffing.  a few  encomiums  on  its  neatnefs,  fhe 
feid,  it  was  very,  much- admired,  being  a gypfey’s  pimj>Ie  fet  in 
pinch-gut. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  be  now  prepared  for.  fuch  unex- 
pe6led  mifapplicatlon  of  words,  fuch  fublimity  of  exprcffton, 
and  regulate  the  rigidity  of  yorn  frontal  mufcles  accordingly-; 
when  called  to  a.  patient,  let  your  perfonal  addrefs  and 

H.  behaviour- 
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behaviour  be  modelled  entirely  by  the  Hate  of  his  property  ; 
if  he  is  your  fuperior  in  rank  and  condition,  every  a61:ion  of 
yours  miift  denote  it  moft  ftrikingly ; — you  approach  with 
refpedt—y on  didtate  with  fubmijjion — your  mildnefs  and  qff'edfed 
penetration  muft  be  perceptible  in  all  your  enquiries,  making 
the  mofi:  fcrupulous  obfervations  how  far  you  feem  to  gain 
upon  the  credulity  and  good  opinion  of  your  fubjeft,  taking 
leave  with  all  thofe  attra6fing  expreffions  of  tendernefs  and 
fympathy,  (highly  tinblured  with  refpeft ) that  may  give 
5"our  patient  a favourable  idea  of  the  integrity,  it  can  never 
be  your  inter ejl  to  poflefs. 

On  the  contrary,  when  your  advice  and  affihance  is  re- 
quired to  a patient,  whofe  feelings  are  equally  wounded  by 
bodily  affliction  and  the  barbed  arrow  of  adverfity,  you  may 
fafely  reverfe  the  whole  mode  of  behaviour,  and  put . into 
practice  your  perfonal  pride,  even  to  perfeft  impudence. 
This  will  be  in  many  refpedls  a confiftency  of  condu6l ; it 

4 

•will  be  convincing  them,  as  you  have  nothing  to  hope  from 

their 


affluence,  you  have  certainly  nothing  to  fear  from  their 
poverty. 

Let  what  will  be  the  condition  of  your  patient,  you  are 

not  to  a6l  as  feme  few  confcientious  pradlitioners  do,  ex- 

\ 

plaining  what  you  conceive  to  be  the  nature  of  the  cafe, 
original  caufe  of  complaint,  or  from  what  operation  you 
expe61:  expeditious  relief ; this  may  be  the  beft  pradtice  with 
thofe  unfaflrionable  formal  old  fellows,  who  received  their 
medical  inflrudtions  near  half  a century  fince,  and  pique 
themfelves  upon  what  they  call  their  integrity  ; but  it  will  be 
perfedlly  illiberal  in  you,  who  have  received  a more  modern 
and  polifhed  education.  Ambiguity,  and  true  medical  myf- 
tery,  will  be  your  beft  guide  upon  every  occafion ; by  not 
naming  the  cafe,  or  caufe  of  complaint,  you  can  never  be  ac- 
ciifed  of  having  miftaken  it ; and  by  letting  the  property  of 
the  medicine  you  admjnifter  remain  a matter  of  fecrecy  with 
all  but  yourfelf,  you  referve  the  incontrovertible  power  of 
faying,  “ it  has  had  the  very  effeSt  you  intended,”  whether  it 

. n 2 operates 
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operates  by  vomits  Jhol,  uvme,  per/piratioHi  or  Jleep:  tliefe  are 
precautions  a zvife  man  always  takes,  tlJooI  never,  and  may 
be  deemed  femething  fimilar  to  the  condii6l  of  Bayes^s 
troops  in  the  Rehearfal,  who,  the  warlike  meflenger  faid, 
" were  ftealing  a march  in Jlilts." 

* During  the  indifpofition  of  your  patient,  'tis  your  duty 
to  think  much  more  of  the  emolument  that  will  arife  from 

9 

the  protraBion  of  his  cafe,  than  the  expedience  of  his  cure. 
You  muft  have  it  ever  in  mind,  that  he  has  paid  you  the 

the  greateft  compliment  one  man  can  pofTibly  pay  another 
on  eaith  ; he  has  placed  an  implicit  confidence,  and  entrufted 
you  with  the  care  of  his  conftitution  and  the  key  of  his  cafli ; 
;in  fadl,  he  lias  put  both  his  life  and  property  into  your  hands  ; 
and  the  refpeft  you  .owe  to  felf-prefervation  renders  it  necef- 
fary  you  make  the  moil  of  both.  Let  your  attachment  to  his 
health  and  intereft  be  demonftrated  by  the  frequency  of  your 
attendance ; it  will  be  impoflible  for  you  to  give  a greater 
proof  of  your  difinterejled  friendfhip,  than  by  your  large 

and 


C 3 


and  conftant  fupplles  of  different  medicines;  too  great  a 
quantity,  too  great  a variety  cannot  be  introduced  ; they  all 
tend  to  a promotion  of  your  emolument,  and  the  fum  total 
of  your  bill  will  be  confidered  a jlriking  proof  of  your  merit 
and  affiduity. 

If  you  find  the  family  and  friends  not  perfe6lly  fatisfied 
with  yoiur  condu(Sl,  that  there  is  the  leall;  coolnefs  and  difcon- 
tent  perceptible,  or  fymptoms  of  prefent  or  approaching  dan- 
ger, flrongly  recommend  the  prefence  of  a better  opinion  in 
the  form  of  a phyfician ; this  will  prove  an  exertion  of  the 
foundeft  policy — double  the  quantity  of  medicines  will  be 
thrown  into  his  prefcription  for  the  promotion  of  your  inte- 
reft,  an  a6l  that  the  prefent  danger  will  amply  juftify,  and 
fliould  the  unhappy  vi<5lim  be  doomed 

'‘To  pafs  that  bourne. 

From  whence  no  traveller  returns,” 

You  have  nobly  and  fldlfully  flipped  your  neck  out  of  the 
collar,  and  left  all  the  credit  of  killing  (as  you  really  ought  to 

do) 
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do)  to  your  fuperior,  whofe  diploma  entitles  him  to  theprefen«. 
ence  ; and,  vice  verfa^  fliould  you  perceive  the  patient  and 
family  become  dupes  to  your  affefted  fmcerity,  and  that  you 
are  daily  raifing  yourfelf  in  their  eftimation,  ereft  a ftruclure 
of  profeflional  applaufe  upon  the  bafis  of  their  credulity  ; infi- 
nuate  every  poffible  degree'  of  felf  praife,  and  fet  the  advice 
of  a phyfician  in  the  moft  contemptible  point  of  view. — Af- 
fe6l  unlimited  attachment  to  the  intereft  of  your  patient,  and 

you  would  recommend  much  better  advice  than  your 

( 

own,  if  you  could  do  it  with  a confcientious  confiftency  ; but 
it  had  ever  been  an  opinion  of  yours  (which  was  ftill  unal- 
tered)  if  the  apothecary  could  not  plunder  a family  ficfficiently^, 
the  better  method  would  be  to  adopt  a confultation,  when  it 
might  be  done  to  a certainty,'" 

This  open  manner  of  dealing  inftantly  enhances  you  in  the 
eftimation  of  patient  and  friends,  and  you  will  confequently 
ftand  fo  high  in  opinion  that  you  may  proceed  delibe- 
rately in  your  fpoils  without  interruption,  for  where  there 
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wee  no  daily  fees  (fwallowed  up  in  the  vortex  of  the  college) 
your  more  trifling  depredations  will  not  be  confidered  as 
matters  of  medical  magnitude  or  impofition. 

In  all  kinds  of  inferior  practice  render  every  look,  every 
• thought  and  ablion,  fubfervient  to  your  general  intent  of 
perfonal  rank  and  pecuniary  confequence  ; it  mufl:  be  your 
particular  fludy  to  inculcate  every  idea  in  the  low’er  clafs,  of 
your  great  penetration  and  abilities ; by  your  minute  invef- 
tigations,  crofs-examinations,  and  applicable  nods  of  fignifi- 
cance  (implying  the  moft  extenfive  knowledge)  you  will  dif- 
cover  remote  fymptoms,  that  once  explained  to  the  complain- 
ing patient,  will  give  them  reafon  to  believe  (which  they  very 
readily  do)  you  are  a fiipernatiiral  agent ; and  one  fool  of  this 
denominatiofiy  who  firmly  believes  you  know  the  ftate  of  his 
health  by  the  wrinkles  in  his  forehead^  or  the  cloud  in  his  urine^ 
will  foon  infedl  a whole  county  with  the  certainty  of  your  in- 
fallible qualifications.  This  opinion  once  founded,  the  effebl 
is  abfolutely  incredible,  an  inftance  of  which  may  be  found 


e:  56  n 


in  various  parts  of  England,  but  more  particularly  in  a very 
large  and  populoixs  town,  not  forty  miles  weft  of  the  metro- 
polis, where /oo/^  from  every  part  of  the  county  are  conr 
ftantly  driving  (their  pockets  laden,  with  cbamber-lye ) to  a 
famous  infpe£lor  of  urinals,  vulgarly  denominated  a pifs~pot 

t 

dodtor,  who,  to  magnify  the  report  of  his  incredible  {kill  and 

penetration,  has  adopted  a certain  method  to  impofe  upon 

the  minds  of  the  multitude,  and  prey  upon  the  little  pecu^ 

niary  colle6lions  they  can  make,  to  become  the  dupes  of  hk 

villamy  and  their  own  infatuation. 

The  mode  of  impofition,  I fhall  explain  in  a fa6l  as  comi- 

xnunicated  by  one  of  his  moft  intimate  friends,  and  leave  the 
' » 

ftory  itfelf  to  applaud  his  ingenuity : — He  has  (in  a very  ref- 
peftable  habitation)  a fmall  private  room,  to  which  every  pa- 
tient or  meflenger  is  conduced  (upon  a plea  that  the  do£t(n' 
is  not  at  home,  or  is  particularly  engaged)  here  an  emit- 
fary  (as  if  cafually)  alking  certain  queftions,  hears  the  whole 
ftory,  examines  the  urine,  and  defcends  to  particulars — the 
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^oStor  is  in  the  adjoining  apartment  (calculated  by  a thin  par** 
tition  and  certain  openings,  invifible  to  the  uafufpe6llng  vi* 
fitor)  where  he  minutely  hears  the  entire  converfation ; the 
necefiary  fecrets  being  obtained,  he  makes  his  appearance 
with  the  moft  commanding  afpedl ; at  this  awful  ceremony^ 
the  fafcinated  patient  almoft  feels  the  effedt  of  animal  mag- 
netism ; the  approach  of  fo  much  wlfdom  deprives  him  for  a 
moment  of  fpeech,  and  the  poor  devil  undergoes  a kind  of 
temporary  annihilation.  An  inftance  of  this  occurred  not  long 
fince,  when  a country  fellow  having  journeyed  twelve  miles 
to  the  do6lor  with  a bottle  of  his  wife*s  chryjlal Jlream,  com- 
municated the  necefiary  particulars  to  the  agent,  when  the 
doftor,  in  pofiefiion  of  the  fecret,  ’made  his  appearance.— 
Well,  friend  V — I have  brought  your  honour  my  wife's 
water,  fhe  could  not  rejl  any  longer  without  your  device**-^ 

— Your  wife's  water — -very  well— let  me  fee  ! aye,  I 

.perceive  {lie  has  bruifed  her JJmilder ” Yes,,  Sir,  fhe  has 
“ indeed.” — “ By  this  water  (it  is  perfeclly  clear)  f!ie  has 
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fallen  down  flairs!^' — Yes,  your  honour  She  is  not 


^ injured  in  any  other  part  by  the  fall  Only  complains 

a little  at  the  bottom  of  her  belly y your  honour/"' — Well, 
fhe  fell  from  the  top  of  the  flairs  to  the  bottom,  I fee  - 

‘\No,  your  honour,  flie  had  gone  down  two  flaps  before  flie 
fell/" — Indeed  ! why  then  you  have  not  brought  me  all 
her  water.** — No,  your  honour,  there  was  a little  the 
bottle  would  not  hold/"— Why  then,  firrah,  the  two 
flairs  are  left  behind/" — -This  circumflance,  (of  a . thou- 
fand  that  might  be  quoted)  is  fufficient  to  demonftrate  the 
ridiculous  crediility  of  the  multitude  in  all  matters^  of  quack- 
ery, and  leaves  us  to  lament,  that  the  ignorance  of  one  clafs, 

V 

' fhould  become  fo  wretched  a prey  to  the  deliberate  vil- 
lainy of  another.  ^ 

The  long  ! experience  you  have  had,  in  charging  and  pofl- 
ihg  your  accompts,  under  different  maflers  of  equal  judg- 
ment and  experience,  leaves  little  room  for  inflrucfion  under 
that  head ; it  may  however  not  prove  inapplicable  to  remind 


you. 
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you,  it  is  no  matter  liow  incoherent  or  unintelligible  the 
•writing  is,  provided  your  figures  are  hold  and  confpicuous  ; fo 
long  as  you  an  convinee  them  how  much  they  have  to  pay^ 
k is  a totah  matter  of  indiiTerence  to  you,  how  much  they 


/"/ 


have  received, 

* 

• There  is  one  caution  however  exceedingly  neceffary  to  be 
advanced,  to  prevent  your  becoming  fubjeCl  to  a reproof 
. given  by  the  celebrated  Dean  Swift  to  his  apothecary,  for 
prefuming  to  be  handfomely  paid  for  the  confidence  of  put-- 
ting  himfelf  upon  an  equality  ' with  his  fuperiors.  This  is 
the  impropriety  of  letting  the  word  vifiis  conftitute  a 
part  of  your  charge,  inftead  of  the,  more  modefi:  term  of 
journeys  y*  or  attendance " > 

The  Dean  having  been  afRicled  with  a long  and  fevere  fit 
■of  illnefs,  requefied,  foon  after  recovery,  the  apothecary's 
bill ; which  having  perufed,  and  finding  a,  fum  total  very 
much  beyond  his  expeftation,  he  proceeded  to  diJeBiony  and 
perceiving  almoft  every  third  article  to  announce  the  honour 

I ^ of 
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of  a vifit,'"  at  five  fniHings  each,  lie  fatirically  adopted  the 
following  plan  to  piinifh  Mr.  Emetic,  for  what  the  Dean  con- 
fidered  a piece  of  confummate  affiirance. — Having  required 
liis  attendance  to  receive  his  demand,  he  paid  dov/n  a certain 
fum  of  rnone}’',  which  the  mortified  apothecary  continued  to 
tell  over,  and  repeatedly  compare  with  the  figures  denoting 
the  fiini  total  \ but  ftill  continuing  to  tell  and  compare,  without 
feeming  to  get  at  all  nearer  the  point  of  fatisfadlion,  the 
Dean,  in  compaffion  to  the  confufion  he  vifibly  laboured  un- 
der, obferved,  as  he  did  not  feein  to  be  perfedfly  clear  in  his 
arrangement  of  the  accompt,  he  would  fet  him  right. “-"If 
he  would  but  dedudk  the  amount  af  the  " vifits"^  from  the 
fum  total  of  his  bill,  he  would  find  if  exadlly  right;  for 
being  now  pretty  well  recovered,  he  intended  paying  him  his 
**  vifds again  one  at  a time. 

You  will  now  naturally  conclude  every  infl:ru6fion  that  can 
be  polfibly  necelTary,  has  been  fubmitted  to  your  confidera- 

's 

tion,  for  the  promotion  of  your  profperous  and  profitable 


career 
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Career  through  the  medical  journey  of  life ; it  is  not  fo  ; for 
although  we  have  gone  through  the  ufual  forms  of  ficknefs> 
to  either  recovery  or  death,  there  is  ftlll  one  remark  necef- 

f 

fary,  to  the  completion  of  confiftency,  in  your  profeflTional 
character.  It  is  a few  obfeiwations,  in  derifion  of  that  truly 
contemptible  burlefque  upon  propriety,  in  following  the 
corps  of  your  patient  to  the  grave ; a folly  o-riginating  In 
ignorance^  and  eftablidied  by  aiJlom\  a eircumftance  fo  truly 
ridicuious  and  farcical,  that  it  did  not  efcape  the  penetration' 
and  farcaftic  wit  of  our  Ariftophanes  of  the  prefent  century, 
who  attacked  it  with  the  full  force  of  his  fatire,  in  the  de-^ 
fcription  given  by  a taylor,  in  one  of  his  celebrated  comedies, 
who  fays,.  ‘‘  as  he  was  going  home  to  a cuftomer  with  a pair 
of  breeches  under  his  arm,  he  perceived  his  neighbour 
Gargle,  the  apothecary,  following  a corps  to  the  grave, — < 
fo  fays  he,  Mafter  Gargle,  I fee  you  are  going  home  with 
your  xvork  too/*  The  juftice  of  this  remark  renders  the 
circumflaace  fo  truly  ridiculous,  that  it  is  a matter  of  admi- 

ratio!.,. 


f 
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ration,  how  any  nlan  of  the  moll  common  imderllandlng 

♦ 

can  ever  fubmit  to  an  indignity  fo  truly  laughable.  It  cer-^ 

tainly  bears  the  appearance  of  your  not  being  content  with 

preying  upon  the  property  of  the  deceafed,  during  their  laft 

>0^ 

hours  of  fubluriary  affliction,  but  you  meanly  piirfue  their 
very  remains  to  the  grave,  and  obtain  a paltry  hatband  and 
gloves,  at  the  expence  of  decency  and  difcretion.  Excliifive 
of  this  very  ftriking  obftacle,  there  is  one  of  equal  weight  in 
the  fcale  of  your  profeffional  reputation — it  certainly  can  add 
none  to  the  eminence  of  your  charafter,  that  the  contents  of 
the  coffin  was  piiblickly  known  to  be  a fubject  of  your  fkill 
and  experimental  pradlice. 

j 

You  will  certainly  experience  fome  difficulty  in  evading  a 
compliance  with  many  requefts,  made  to  you  for  this  pur- 

9 

pofe;  but  I would  recommend  it  to  you  to  encounter  dif- 
pleafure,  rather  than  become  the  dupe  of  fo  great  an  abfur- 
dity.  To  inculcate  by  example,  what  I have  ftrongly  re- 
commended in  precept,  you  may  be  affured>  that  I have, 

during 
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during  my  long  pra6lice,  retained  fo  great  an  averfion  to  this 

I 

( 

inconfiftency  of  character,  that  I rendered  myfelf  totally  in- 
capable of  compliance,  by  never  having  in  poflrefTion  a fait  of 

r " 

mourning  \ this  refource  has  always  proved  my  never  failing 

/ 

friend,  when  >no  other  apology  would  be  accepted ; and  by 
never  feeming  to  recollect  the  want  till  a few  hours  before  the 
funeraly  a written  apology  has  always  proved  a refpe6lable 
fubfritute,  to  which  there  was  no  alternative. 

Having  defcended  to  the  very  mlniitige  of  a long,  extenfive, 
and  fuccefsful  praftice,  to  form  your  mind,  and  regulate 
your  manners  ‘ iir  every  profellional  tranfaftion  of  your  life> 
1 cannot  doubt,  but  rules  fo  direftly  confonant  to  your  per- 
fonal  intereft  and  reputation,  will  receive  every  afliftance  from 
your  unerring  confiftency  and  perfeverance,  conveying  a per- 
fect corroboration  of  the  gratitude  you  feel,  for  the  intrinfic 
worth  of  fo  liberal  and  friendly  a communication, 

TO 
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THE  CHYMISTS  AND  DRUGGISTS. 

T will  create  no  furprife  that  you  bring  up  the  rear  of 
^ this  medical  exhibition,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
moll:  opulent,  eminent,  or  refpeftable,  generally  clofe  every 

y 

public  procefiion. — ^You  are  to  the  faculty,  what  the  hammer-- 
man  is  to  xho. forge  ; you  are  in  fa6l  the  arterial  refervoir,  from 
whofe  fource  flow  the  rich  ftreams,  that  feed  the  venal  divifions 
in  every  branch  of  the  profeflion,  whether  in  town  or  coun- 
try. To  the  fertility  of  your  genius,  to  the  extent  of  your 
commerce,  to  the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  your  pecuniary  em- 
barkations, the  faculty  are  indebted  for  the  great  variety 
and  ftr iking  novelties,  that  render  them  fo  much  the  fubjedls 

4 

of  admiration. 

You  happily  derive  your  affluence  from  dealing  innocently 

\ 

around  you  the  various  iiiftriimeuts  of  death,  with  an  in- 

■ ■■  difference 
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difference  that  fufficiently  exculpates  you  from  the  furpicion 

of  murder,  even  as  acceffaries  before  the  fa6t. — Your  coaftant 

1 

and  extenfive- inventions  (for  the  promotion  of  private  emo- 
lument and  public  good)  rank  you  high  in  general  eftimation^ 
and  you  prudently  recommend  youffelves  to  the  attention  of 
the' moft  learned,^ by  your  weiy’-frequenVand  extraordinary  dif^ 
coveries. — Your  advertifements  (with  .which  almofi: ' every 
literary 'vehicle  teems)  are. alike  calculated  to  excite. wonder 
and  .approbation  ; they  feem  to  Indicate  proofs,  t\\2ityou  alone 
exceed  the  limits  of  human  penetration,  and  difplay  a, hope 
of  perpetual  exifteaee,  by  fetting  mortality  at  defiance like  a- 
cd  d&fperate  hamrd  players,  yoxL  are  “ at  all  in  the 
“ .ring,”  and  with  a “degree  of  emulative  oppo.fition  to  each 
Gther,  produce,  from  .your  alembics — bolt  heads,  and  balneum 
arenees,  antidotes  to  every  ill ; the  only  ray  of  coiifolation  to 
the  lefs  learned  is,  that  death  (often  an  unexpedted  vifitor) 
opens  the  eyes  of  the  world  to  the  arts  of  your  deception, 
and  you  Aide  into  the  grave  with  the  calm  and  unobferved 

K 


obfcurity 
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©bfcurity  of  your  neighbours*  The  wonderful  extent  of  your 

fertile  abilities  are  conflantly  conveyed  to  public  attention, 

through  the  pompous  medium  of  Letters  Patent^  and 

Royal  Authority /■"  that  are  at  length  become  (from  the 

higher  arts)  the  fafhlonable  introduction  to  a breeches  ball ; a 

iinSture  for  the  tooth  ach ; a blacking  cake,  or  gamboge  horfe  balk.  ^ 

While  I lament  this  degradation,  this  proftitution  of  pa« 

tronage,  to  fuch  trifling,  fuch  contemptible  efforts  of fierility,  I 

cannot  but  confider  how  gratefully,  how  extenfively,  you  are 

bound  to  a credulous  and  indulgent  public,  who  implicitly 

fanction  v/ith  their  patronage,  every  production,  of  genius  or 

dullnefsy  whether  in  a philofophic  taper,  a'  concentrated  acid  of 

vinegar,  or  a fait  of  lemons ; they  are  undoubtedly  difcoveries 

of  iimnenfe  magnitude  to  the  public  at  large ; and  experience 

has  fufficiently  proved,  that  fo  much  patriotic  virtue  fhoiild 

meet  its  oxmi  rezvard.  . 

/ 

•» 

Nothwithftanding  the  fuperiority  and  extent  of  your  know- 
ledge, fo  vifibly  difplayed  in  the  fublmity  of  your  frequent 
, ' experiments. 


( 6r  ■) 
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experiments,  that  have  raifetl  you  to  fiich  a great  degree  of 
profeflional  eminence,  there  may  yet  be  fome  profitable  prin- 
ciples of  pradlice,  inculcated  by  a long  and  ftudious  obferverj 
that  will  evidently  add  to  your  emoluments,  if  not  to  the  en- 
creafe  of  your  reputations. 

Your  peculiar  modejly  may  have  prevented  your  attaining 
the  utmofl:  perfedlion  of  your  art,  and  left  you  flrangers  to 
the  very  great  and  undifcovered  advantages,  that  the  pri- 
vileges of  your  profeflion  fo  fingularly  entitle  you  to ; for 
though  you  may  hitherto  have  reconciled  yourfelves  to  a 
paltry  mechanical  profit  of  thirty-five  or  forty  per  cent,  what 
law  forbids  you  making  the  mofl;  of  your  market/^  and 
enhancing  thofe  profits  to  fuch  ftate,  as  may  beft  accord  with 
your  idea  and  gratification  of  city  eminence — 7niral  eaje — ex-* 
Urnal  appearance^  and  domejlic  hofpitality?  To  infure  thefe 
comforts  to  a certainty,  accept  fuch  inftrudtions,  (as  clofely 
adhered  to)  v/ill  inevitably  produce  the  purppfes  for  which 
they  are  introduced* 

K 0 


Hitherto, 


Hitlierto,  a ftranger  to  the  happy  efFecls  of  neceffary 
adulteration,  it  may  not  be  inapplicable  to  fay  a few  words^ 
upon  its  numerous  advantages ; firft,  at  yoiif  embarkation 
you  fliould  adopt  it  as  the  ultimatum  of  all  your  profeffional 
views,  and  render  it  as  fubfervient  to  your  willies,  as  the. 
lover^s  invariable  obfervance  of  pcrfevere  and  conquer,''  is'  to 
his.  AdulieraiTon  lias  many  pleafing  advantages  annexed  to 
its  practice;  by  the  applicable  introduclioixof  an  harmlefs  in- 
gredient, you  may  reduce  the  dangerous  property  of  a* 
drqflic  purgative,  and  render  a powerfiil  poifon  lefs  deftruc- 
five  ; by  fuch  adts  you  will  enjoy  the  inexprellible  eonfola- 
tion  of  hourly  contributing  to  the  fafety  of  3^0111’  fellow- 
creatures,  in  exertions  of  humanity,  tiiat  will  do  you  the 


greateft  honour. 

The  prelude  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  fujlieiently  informs  3^011^ 
the  College  of  Wigs  are  empowered  by  ro3^al  fandtion  to  in- 
vent, or  conftitute  forms,  and  the  cabinet  to  enforce  them ; 


but  your  fuperior  knowledge  fets  fiicli  ajTiU’ary  dictation  at 

defiance;^ 
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defiance,  and  your  praciical  arts  will  ever  fiiperfede  tlieir 

♦ 

tljeoretical  penetration.  Let  them  happily  enjoy  the  power  to 
alter  names,  and  improve  forms  of  all  the  compofitions  in' 
that  laughable  farrago,  their  7iew  difpenfatory ; they  liave  the 
province  to  diredf , and  you  have  the  pleafure  to  evade  ; obey« 
mg  their  injunftions  no  farther  than  is  ftricfly  confiftent  with 
your  own  intereft  and  convenience.  To  affift  the  aptitude 
of  your  fertility,  let  me  introduce  to  your  attention  (as  fpe- 
cimens  of  what  may  be  done)  fome  few  of  tlie  advantageoirs 
ailefations  that  may  be  made  in  medicinal  compofition,  to 
promote  your  certain  emolument,  without  arraigning  your 


mtegrit)\ 

In  that^  expenfive  preparation  c'onfectio  cardiaca  (newly 
named  by  college  fagacity  confectio  aromatica)  opportunity 
offers  to  difplay  a part  of  your  privilege  in  fubititUting  tlie 
ufe  01  faffrou' paper,  which  will  irapmt  to  the  comicofition  the 


rich  colour  of  the  original  crocus  ; for  thofe  other  high  priced 


articles  cardamoms,  cinnamon,  nutmeg anf!  cloves,  ap|jlicabfc 


and 


J 
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and  pi'oportional  quantities  of  tliofe  cheaper  (and  equally 
efficacious)  cordials  and  carminatives ^ gingery  grains  of  par 
difcy  or  any  of  the  inferior  fpices  may  be  added.  In  large 
preparations  of  the  eleStajiiim  lenitivumy  an  Introduftlon  of  the 
pulp  of  prunes  for  the  pulp  of  cajfiay  will  fave  much  additional 
expence  and  trouble. — In  the  fyrupus  e fpina  cervinUy  treacle 
is  certainly  preferable  to  the  fineft  lump  fugar,  with  this  ad- 
vantage, that  the  predominant  naufea  will  prevent  the  dif- 
covery.  I 

Experience  will  convince  you  that  fpiritus  c.  c.  (pcrfe) 
obtained  by  diftillation  from  the  accumulated  ftale  urine  of  a 
parifli  worhhoufe,  or  the  bones  of  animals,  will  be  by  far 
preferable  to  that  drawn  from  the  pureft  cornu  cervi ; as  are 
the  rafura  c.  c.  from  the  ffiank  bones  of  horfes,  or  cows, 
preferable  to  all  other. — Sp,  teixhinthvw  (carefully  and  pro- 
portionally incorporated)  becomes  an  admirable  alTociate 
with  the  ol  jiimperi. — OL  amygdalinuni  (and  many  other  arti- 
cles blended  fecundum  artem)  form  an  excellent  combination 

with, 
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vAthy  and  increafe  the  ftock  of  oL  anifi  verum, •^Genuine  gum 
giiaiacu7n--^galbanim-—’-JloraXy  and  half,  tolutmiimiy  may  undergo 
the  procefs  of  purijication  much  better,  if  impregnated  with 
the  occafional  affiftance  of  either  the  refina  iiigruy  ox  flav a, 
The  various  unguents  will  derive  advantage  from  the  falu- 
tary  introdu6lion  of  auxungice  porcince,  as  a fubftitute  for  thofe 
more  expenfwe  mid  unnecejfary  articles  cera  fava  and  ol.  oli-* 
varum. 


Pulv,  anifi  vei'um  will  be  much  more  eafily  reduced  from  tlie 

V 

cakes,  after  tlie  feed  has  been  exprelTed,  the  oil  obtained,  and 


their  medical  virtue  entirely  extradled ; it  is  an  article  only 

in  life  for  horfes  and,  cows ; whether  they  are  killed  or  cured,  is 

an  objedt  not  worthy  your  confideration.  Liquorice,  fenugreek, 

diapenle,  turmeric,  and  elecampane,  are  to  receive  their  bahs 

« 

from  horfe  beans  ground  (at  the  medical  mills)  exceedingly 

t 

fine,  and  to  be  impregnated  properly  witli  the  different  arti- 

.( 

cles  from  wliich  they  derive  their  names,  fo  as  to  retain  each 


thdr  predominant  effluvia ; and  as  thefe  are  articles  in  ufe 


for 


ChFf  (J 

for  cattle  only,  you  will  give  proof  of  your  Immanity,  Iby 
drenching  thorn  with  food  inftead  of  phyfic.  The  fpecies  hiera 
Nvill  be  much  more  certain  in  its  effebls,  if  prepared  with  the 
Barbadoes,  inftead  of  the  Succotrine  aloes  ; and  the  true  Dutch 
bifcuit  powder,  will  form  no  unprofitable  union  with  the  pow- 
der of  Salop.  In  facl,  innumerable  inflances  of  profeiTional 
fkill  and  occononiy  might  be  introduced,  extending  inftruc- 
tions  to  a much  greater  length  than  originally  intended ; 
protrabling  the  explanatory  parts  beyond  the  limits  of  utility, 
an  aecufation  it  has  been  my  principal  care  to  avoid. 

ft  may  perhaps  be  almoft  unncceflary  to  remind  you,  how 
abfolutely  needful  it  will  be,  to  reduce  to  impalpable  pulve- 
rization and  complicated  forms,  all  inferior  and  damaged 
drugs  of  every  denomination  ; in  powders^  tindtures,  electuaries , 
and  other  preparations,  their  defe6f s will  riot  be  perceptible, 
and  it  will  proveinatter  of  no  fmall  gratification  to  you,  that 

many  praclitioners  are  very  uiferior  judges  of  the  compofitions 
they  conftantly  prefcribe ; to  thefe  may  be  added  the  fffil 

greater 


/ 
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gi'eater  number,  that  never  condefcend  to  undergo  the  tafk 
of  infpedtion,  forming  together  a major  part  of  the  very  nu- 
merous and  refpedfable  body  I have  undertaken  to  inftruvSl.^ 
-—If  you  are  a difpenfer  of  chemicals  ?ind  galenicals  by  retail,.. 
one  additional  obfervation  will  prove  worthy  your  attentiom 
—never  let  your  fliop,,  or.  difpenfary,  get  into  difrepute  by 
too  much  modefty,  in  faying  you  are  without  the  moft  ob- 
fblete  or  ridiculous  article  that  can  be  enquired  for  ; = if  oil ' of 
Jwallows,  oil  of  bricks',  lobfers"  blood,  or  milk  of  lilies,  fhoiild  be 
the  objedls  in  requeft,  let  the  fertility  of  your  invention  //2- 
flaritly  iivcmd\  a fubftitute  for  either;  of  thefe,  fuch  a great 
variety  are  always  to-be  found,  the  leaft  enumeration  be- 
comes  unnecelfary. 

The  feries  of  inftruclions  advanced  for  the  promotion  of 
profelTional  intereft,  have  been  promulgated . without  a fear 
of  offence, ..or  hope  of  reward  ; amidft  the  very  great  number 
of  different  pradlitioners,  into  whofe  hands  thefe  admonitions 
muft  inevitably  fall,  happy  he  w^ho  can  exultingly  exclaim. 


\ 


L 


“ Let 
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Let  the  gaird  jade  wdnee,  onr  withers  arc  unwrung.’^ 

From  the  pliylician,  who  lingers  out  a life  of  Jliidious  fufpenfei, 
and  derives  a fcanty  fubfifrence  from  the  alternate  labour  of- 
morning  vifits  and  evening  leftiires--- from  dignified . 

member  of  the  corporation/'  whofe  mercurial  abilities  are 
thruft  into  the  hand  of  every  dirty  paffenger,  in  the  more 
dirty  avenues  of  .the  metropolis— fi^om  that  induftrious  ac-- 
coiicber,  whofe  inceffant  no61urnal  labour  renders  him,  in 
common  life,  little  fuperior  to  the  nightman,  and  that  equal 
drudge  tlie  metropolitan  pharmacopolijl,  I can  have  little  to 
expedl  but  univerfal  denunciation  of  vengeance,  and  threats 
of  malevolence  : to  theeffeft  of  thefe,  I oppofe  the  ftability 
of  truth,  that  will  render  me  invulnerable  to  all  their  attacks.  ^ 
A fteady  obfervance  of  the  iniquity  of  medical  pra6lice 
lias  long  fince  powerfully  convinced  me  of  the  abfolute  ne- 
cefiity , of  profefTional  reformation,  and  fliould  I (by  arming 
the  public  with  a weapon  of  felf-defence)  fucceed  in  pro- 
'ducing  a change  in  the  fyftematic  impofition  of  one,  and 

preventing 


preventing  perpetual  depredation  upon  the  other,  every  idea 
of  perfonal  ambition  will  be  fully  gratified,  for 

So  little  Have  to  what  the  world  calls  fame ; 

“ As  dies  my  body — fo  I wifli  my  name.’* 

But  this  obfcurity  in  the  prefent  inftance  is  much  more  anx:-^ 
ioufly  to  be  hoped  than  expeStedy  for  there  cannot  be  the  leafl: 
doubt  entertained  but  fome  one  of  his  Majefty's  minifters  (who 
are  ever  anxious  for  the  public  good  and  increafe  of  revenue) 
will,  through  the  medium  of  the  publiflier,  difcover  the  joint 
fecret  of  name  and  refidence,  that  by  placing  the  author  in  the 
TREASURY,  CUSTOMS,  or  fome  office  equally  lucrative,  they 
may  avail  themfelves  of  his  integrity,  not  hefitating  a mo- 
ment to  believe,  that  fo  juft  an  inveftigator  of  profeffional 
impofitions  upon  individuals,  muft  unavoidably  render  the 
STATE  adequate  fervice,  in  the  difcovery  of  official  depreda- 
tions upon  the  public. 
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